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Indian Strategic Thinking Vis-À-Vis Indian Ocean  

-- Siraj Nizamani 

Military strategist Colin S. Gray once said, ‘Man lives on the land, not on the sea, 
and conflict at sea has strategic meaning only with reference to what its outcome 
enables, or implies, for the course of events on land.’ No nation that aspires for great 
power status can neglect the maritime dimension. Hence, the U.S., Russia, China, 
France, Britain and Japan, have all developed maritime infrastructure and have 
robust and technologically advanced navies. The seas have great contribution to 
economy of the countries worldwide and they are also the foremost medium of 
transportation of the energy lifelines. Naval power is not only instrument of power 
projection, but also have the advantage of subtle presence, flexibility and immediate 
response. Therefore, Indian Navy in the twenty-first century will continue to spread 
its wings in the Indian Ocean Region. 

India’s search for a major player at the global level instigates her to go for an 
ambitious plan of military modernization, which is considered as one of the major 
step in this direction. That particular strategic reasoning induces New Delhi to 
perceive the Indian Ocean as “India’s Ocean”. Being a rising power not only India’s 
energy needs, but also its reliance on energy imports will increase. For achieving this, 
India plans to secure its sea-lanes of communication and choke points in the Indian 
Ocean including: the Strait of Hormuz, Bab-el-Mandeb, Cape of Good Hope, 
Mozambique Channel and the Malacca Straits. 

The process of navy’s modernization has been accelerated ever since India has 
begun to focus on projecting its position, strength and presence in the Indian Ocean. 
Today the Indian Navy is taking every possible measure to establish itself as a blue 
water navy; a classical definition of a blue water navy is “a maritime force which can 
operate 320 km away from its shores.” 

Indian strategic thinkers view their country as a nation with a large “security deficit,” 
where resources are put to ensure its territorial integrity: but they believe once it 
transforms its land environment; India will be in a position to offer security to other 
regional states; IN’s role will be central in future. They see a close connection 
between India’s maritime ambitions and its destiny as a great power. As former 
Indian Foreign Minister, Pranab Mukherjee, argues” after nearly a millennia of inward 
and landward focus, we are once again turning our gaze outwards and seawards, 
which is the natural direction of view for a nation seeking to re-establish itself, not 
simply as a continental power, but even more so as a maritime power, and as one 
that is of significance on the world stage.”Similarly, according to one observer: New 
Delhi regards the Indian Ocean as its backyard and deems it both natural and 
desirable that India function as, eventually, the leader and the predominant influence 
in this region—the world’s only region and ocean named after a single state. This is 
what the United States set out to do in North America and the Western Hemisphere 
at an early in America’s “rise to power”. 
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Indian strategic thinkers have a strong perception that India holds centre stage in the 
only ocean in the world which is named after a country. Its peninsular configuration 
juts out 1,500 miles into the sea and places India the focal point of shipping lanes, 
besides other vital commodities, millions of tons of hydrocarbons travel from the 
Persian Gulf and Middle East to feed the industrial and economic engines of 
Southeast Asian countries. Whether India likes it or not, geography has placed a 
heavy responsibility on India’s shoulders and made her the natural sentinel of these 
trade routes. 

They explain that Indian western coast undertook commercial activity with the 
countries of Middle East and the Mediterranean, afterwards successive kingdoms in 
peninsular and eastern India created a powerful maritime vision and tradition. 
Similarly, dynasties like the Mauryas, Sattavahanas, Pallavas and Cholas sent out 
fleets that were instrumental in spreading India’s trade, culture, and religions by sea 
to Southeast Asia and further. It was the decline of Indian maritime power and 
tradition in the 13th century that coincided with the domination by foreigners for the 
next 600-700 years. 

Another popular view is that “India deserves to aspire to play the role of a regional 
power in South Asia and a facilitator for regional cooperation. Since independence, 
India has made substantial progress in establishing it’s pre-eminence in the Indian 
Ocean region. Its involvement in the 1971 Indo-Pak war, peacekeeping operations in 
Sri Lanka and suppression of the coup in Maldives are some examples of its 
superior power status in the region.” 

Taking into account its power potential, relationship with neighbours and its per-
eminence in the region, India is likely to establish itself as a regional power in the 
Indian Ocean in future. Former President of India Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, once said, “A 
developed and strong India by 2020, or even earlier, is not a dream. It may not even 
be a mere inspiration in the minds of many Indians. It is a mission we can all take up 
and accomplish.” 

India’s Military expenditure has doubled in the past decade to about $US30 billion 
($A36 billion) and if it keeps up with expected economic growth, analysts believe, 
India will be the third largest military power in two decades. It is speculated that by 
2025 India is likely to possess three to four aircraft carrier battle groups, a fleet of 
nuclear submarines, an air force with 35 squadrons and sophisticated land-based 
weapon systems to go with its huge army. 

Rational behind India’s military and naval build-up is its concern about growing 
Chinese influence in the Indian Ocean and Bay of Bengal. India believes that 
eventually, India may emerge as a major force in the Indian Ocean but, for now, it is 
still constrained by internal security challenges. Because of the so-called perceived 
threat from nuclear-armed rival Pakistan, India maintains a huge land force-it’s 
regular army of about 1.3 million troops is supported by a part-time reserve force of 
1.2 million and its paramilitary forces number about 1.1 million and India has about 
60-70 operational nuclear weapons. India’s military has one of the most skewed 
army-to-navy ratios in the world: the Indian Navy only gets about 15 per cent of the 
defence budget; while the army gets about 60 per cent, therefore, India will have to 
devote far more resources to its navy. This is only one side of the coin several other 
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factors pose threat to Indian security, as one Indian analyst admits, “the Naxalites 
has been identified as the biggest internal security threat to India by Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh.  The complex and structural causes of the problem support this 
proposition. The Naxal movement also presents the greatest overall threat to India in 
the future, as it highlights various underlying weaknesses of India’s governance, 
political institutions and socio-economic structure. Naxalism is the biggest threat 
because it affects several areas including the economy, security and foreign affairs, 
its citizens and rule of law.” 

Before it can claim to be the caretaker of the Indian Ocean region, India must 
overcome some big obstacles. For instances, lot of its military hardware is obsolete 
and it will be difficult for India to rapidly acquire and manage the sophisticated 
weapons systems it wants. These problems are considered major motive behind 
signing Indo-U.S. nuclear deal. 

One can easily understand the Indian strategic designs having taken into account 
Jawaharlal Nehru’s statement that “we cannot afford to be weak at sea. History has 
shown that whoever controls the Indian Ocean has, in the first instance, India’s sea-
borne trade at her mercy and, in the second, India’s very independence itself.” At the 
India’s naval build up in the Indian Ocean poses a threat to its Western neighbour 
Pakistan, which has been witnessing Indian aggression since its inception in 1947. 

(Siraj Nizamani currently teaches in International Relations Department at University of Sindh, 
Jamshoro, Pakistan. His areas of interests are: Security issues in South Asia and Indian Ocean 
region, China’s Strategic policy, nuclear proliferation and Terrorism. Mr. Nizamani is a regular 
writer of different newspapers and weekly magazines.  He holds M.Phil degree in Defence and 
Strategic Studies from Quaid i Azam University, Islamabad. The author can be reached 
at sirajnizamani@hotmail.com.) 

Source: Eurasia Review, 1 November 

Ocean’s Nineteen 

-- C. Raja Mohan  

A leading historian of the Indian Ocean region, Kenneth McPherson, called it the 
“ugly duckling”. Foreign ministers from that inchoate multilateral institution called the 
Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional Cooperation (IOR-ARC) have gathered 
at Gurgaon near Delhi this week to reflect on their collective prospects for the next 
decade. 

The IOR-ARC, now 15 years old, could either turn into a powerful bird that soars 
high or the flightless dodo that once inhabited the islands of the Western Indian 
Ocean. The big question is whether India can provide the leadership to transform the 
IOR-ARC into an effective forum. 

No one in the vast littoral questions the IOR-ARC’s mission to renew the regional 
identity of the Indian Ocean that thrived until the end of the 18th century. Some, 
though, would want the organisation to find a name that is easier on the tongue 
(Indocom, for Indian Ocean Community, is our offering). 

mailto:sirajnizamani@hotmail.com
http://www.eurasiareview.com/31102012-indian-strategic-thinking-vis-a-vis-indian-ocean-oped/
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But few in the region’s political and business classes are even aware of the 
existence of the IOR-ARC. And those who study regional institutions have every 
reason to put the IOR-ARC at the very top of the list of “failed organisations”. Why, 
then, is South Block trying to whip up some enthusiasm for the “moribund” IOR-
ARC? The political decision in Delhi a couple of years ago, to revive the IOR-ARC, 
was driven by a number of factors. 

For decades, the Indian Ocean was a boutique theme that excited a tiny section of 
Delhi’s strategic community. It included navalists who were nostalgic about the 
undivided subcontinent’s primacy in the Indian Ocean under the Raj. Delhi’s 
diplomatic rhetoric was focused on getting great powers out of the Indian Ocean. 
With the Indian economy turning inwards, India’s historic commercial ties with the 
Indian Ocean atrophied. Political Delhi forced the Indian armed forces into a 
prolonged isolation and decreed against military contact with other states in the 
region and beyond. 

Although Jawaharlal Nehru and KM Panikkar wrote about the importance of regional 
cooperation in the Indian Ocean in the 1940s, Delhi had little to offer the littoral in the 
decades after Independence. After the Cold War, the idea of Indian Ocean 
regionalism presented itself again to Delhi. India, however, was a hesitant globaliser 
in the 1990s and its security establishment was uncomfortable with the prospect of 
discussing political issues in multilateral forums. India then actively limited the scope 
of the IOR-ARC charter. 

If caution was the watchword in the 1990s, activism is the current imperative. As 
India’s economic momentum picked up in the last decade, the Indian Ocean began 
to loom large. India’s trade with the littoral has grown eight-fold over ten years to 
reach $156 billion last year. India’s energy and economic security is now linked 
inextricably to the stability of the Indian Ocean littoral. 

Beyond India’s own expanding economic engagement, the region has begun to 
reconnect to itself. Unlike in the last two centuries, when the rich natural resources of 
the littoral powered the industrial growth of the West, today they head increasingly in 
the direction of the economies in the East, including China, Japan and Korea. 
Between 2001 and 2010, intra-regional trade in the Indian Ocean has tripled from 
$ 1.1 trillion to $ 3.5 trillion. It now constitutes a quarter of total global commerce. 

It is not the IOR-ARC but market forces that have boosted the new regional 
integration by rediscovering the natural synergies in the region. But markets alone 
can’t help sustain the emerging economic growth in the region. Governments must 
step in to create effective regional mechanisms to deepen trade and security 
cooperation. Given the vast size of the region, the geographically dispersed 
membership and the diversity of regimes, the IOR-ARC will not be able to construct 
a single free trade area for the whole region. Trade liberalisation is already moving 
forward in different parts of the littoral. The IOR-ARC, then, is rightly focused on 
trade and investment facilitation. This involves the region-wide mobilisation of 
political support for a range of reforms, from simplifying customs procedures to 
modernising infrastructure. 
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The second priority is maritime security. Although the IOR-ARC was initially hesitant 
to discuss security issues, it has begun to recognise that there can be no prosperity 
in the region without peace and stability. While the littoral countries must take larger 
responsibilities for securing the Indian Ocean, it makes no sense to frame it in terms 
of “regional versus extra-regional” powers. The IOR-ARC must necessarily engage 
the major powers of the world to build a secure Indian Ocean. China and Japan are 
already “dialogue partners” for the IOR-ARC and the United States now wants to 
associate itself with the organisation. Even as it integrates with itself, the Indian 
Ocean has acquired much significance for the rest of the world. Its resources, 
markets and seas matter to the entire world. The littoral can’t return to the centuries 
when it was a closed geopolitical space. 

The IOR-ARC’s progress in the next decade depends on the kind of leadership that 
Delhi is willing to provide. As the largest economy in the region, India must strive to 
become the engine of growth for the entire Indian Ocean. As one of the most 
capable militaries in the Indian Ocean and one that has good relations with most 
regional and extra-regional actors, Delhi must help create a sound basis for regional 
security cooperation. 

Delhi has signalled the political will to promote Indian Ocean regionalism. If it can 
follow through with consequential actions, there is a reasonable chance the IOR-
ARC will not remain an ugly duckling a decade from now. 

(The writer is a distinguished fellow at the Observer Research Foundation, Delhi and a 
contributing editor for ‘The Indian Express’.) 

Source: The Indian Express, 2 November  

A Pearl in the Emerald Isle 

-- Nirupama Subramanian and RK Radhakrishnan 

The planned metamorphosis of 
Hambantota, from a small fishing 
harbour to a flashy new city with a 
modern port — with Chinese help — 
is symbolic of what President 
Rajapaksa wants the country to be... 

At the other end from Jaffna, on the map 
and in every other way, is what some Sri 

Lankans refer to, only half-jokingly, as Sri 
Lanka’s new capital. Hambantota is 
located about 220 km from Colombo, on 
the southern coast that is the island’s 
bulgy bottom. It falls in the parliamentary 
constituency of Namal Rajapaksa, son of 
President Mahinda Rajapaksa. The 
constituency has long been in the 
Rajapaksa family. Still, it bears little 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/ocean-s-nineteen/1025376/0
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resemblance to the small fishing harbour town it was about a dozen years ago, when 
Rajapaksa senior, elected from here, was a cabinet minister-in-charge of fisheries in 
Chandrika Kumaratunga’s government. 

Fast Track 

For one, getting there does not take as long as it used to. On a flashy new four-lane 
expressway, the 96 km drive from the capital to Galle, takes exactly one hour, one-
third of the time it used to previously. From there to the Rajapaksa fiefdom is another 
three hours. Built with grants from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and Japan by 
the China Harbour Engineering Company Ltd., and inaugurated in November 2011, 
the smooth expressway cuts through lush green forests and hills, as scenic in its way 
as the coastal two-lane Galle Road. 

With funding from China’s Exim Bank, the expressway is proposed to be extended 
by about 35 km to Matara, and will eventually connect the remaining 70 km to 
Hambantota. This time, China National Technical Import and Export Corporation is 
the builder. But driving on Sri Lanka’s first expressway is not cheap. The toll costs 
SL Rs.400 one-way, one reason it has not yet pulled in enough traffic. 

Reflective of Lankan Policy 

Forget the road though. The government expects people to be flying to Hambantota 
soon. An international airport is rapidly coming up at nearby Mattala. The contractor 
is the same as the one who built Hambantota’s new inland port China Harbour 
Engineering Company Ltd. The Magampura Mahinda Rajapaksa Port itself is meant 
to be symbolic of what President Rajapaksa wants his country to be: sleekly modern, 
confident, proud of itself, and not beholden to western powers, or in his words, a 
reflection of Sri Lanka’s “Non-Alignment and friendship with all.” 

Put another way, China’s Exim Bank is financing 85 per cent of the cost of the $1.5 
billion project, with the balance coming from the Sri Lankan government. Of this, the 
cost of the first phase, with its four berths and buildings, was $508 million. Recently, 
the completed Phase 1 dazzled impressively under the blazing sun, the blue of the 
quay buildings tastefully merging into the colour of the sea. Kasun Dasantha, the 
young project engineer assigned to show us around, underlined that China had only 
loaned the money, at an interest rate of 6.5 per cent, and that the port will have to 
start showing results in order to begin repayments by the scheduled calendar of May 
2013. 

For months after its inauguration in November 2010, residents of Hambantota heard 
deep explosive blasts from the port, reportedly strong enough to cause cracks in 
some houses in the town. But the engineer dismissed as “gossips” reports that a 
rock had been belatedly discovered at the mouth of the port, and had to be blasted 
out of the way. The sounds, he said, were from the breaking of the buffer wall, so 
that the seawater could be let into the port to operationalise it. From April 2012, ships 
have been calling at the port. The berths are not equipped yet with cranes. At the 
moment they offer only roll-on, roll-off facilities, ideal for car shipments. Hyundai 
India is also using the port for trans-shipment, given that the charges are near zero. 
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Unfortunately, the port’s opening has coincided with bad times for the economy the 
world over. In addition, Sri Lanka has slapped heavy taxes on car imports. Late last 
year, the declining Sri Lankan rupee, and ballooning imports necessitated a series of 
extreme measures to contain credit growth and curtail imports. Many imports were 
taxed, among them automobiles. Automobile imports have since slowed significantly. 
As a result, ships are arriving with fewer cars; and The Sunday Times reported 
recently that more than 5,000 cars were going to be sent back because they had no 
takers. But work at the port continues apace. An Indian sugar firm and a Pakistani 
cement company, the local trading house Hayleys and a Singapore petrochemical 
company have been roped in to set up their factories close to the port. They enjoy an 
extended tax holiday, whose terms are said to be much better than in the export 
processing zones in India. 

IN PHASES 

Work on Phase 2 is also ongoing, and expected to be completed by 2014. Phase 3 
is still in the conceptual stages and could take as long as a decade more. The 
completed port is being designed as the largest port in South Asia, with a capacity 
for 33 vessels. More than a container terminal, however, the port sees itself as 
offering bunkering and ship handling services on a scale unimaginable at Colombo 
port. A massive oil tank farm has come up at one end. Eventually, it is planned also 
as storage for aviation fuel to refuel planes that will land at the international airport. 
An avant-garde sculpture of a ship in concrete looms at the port’s entrance, over the 
sea view, a massive metal buoy balanced on top of it. 

Engraved on the sculpture is President Rajapaksa’s mission statement: “Kthe 
blessed port bestowed upon the great nation after the glorious victory of the century, 
which has been constructed in line with the crusade of making Sri Lanka the miracle 
of South Asia.” Aside from the names of engineers and others who worked on the 
port, the sculpture also carries prominently the names of 385 families displaced by 
the new port. The government acquired about 4,000 acres of land for the port, and 
the displaced have been relocated in Hambantota New Town. With its wide roads 
and massive government buildings, the Nay Pyi Taw-look alike is coming up a little 
distance from the original fishing town. 

The jewels in this crown are a botanical garden, zoned residential “precincts,” parks, 
a fast rising state-of-the-art convention centre, a massive modern stadium, already 
functioning, and a modern auditorium. Shangri La, the Chinese hotel chain, is 
readying to construct a five-star property soon. The mind-boggling scale of 
infrastructure development seems to be ahead of demand, and compared to the rest 
of the country, even over-the-top. For instance, it is not clear if there would be 
enough traffic for an international airport at Hambantota. Some even question the 
prospects of the port. But in Rajapaksa country, there can be no half measures. Ask 
the street lights. Mounted on poles are rotating lamps, with pictures of all the 
important Rajapaksas on their glass panes, fittingly powered by their own individual 
windmills and solar panels. 

When the port is completed, said Dasantha, the port’s project engineer, it would 
provide direct employment to 5,000 local people. At the moment, that number is 
about 250. An equal number of Chinese and Sri Lankan workers were involved in 
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building Phase I. The Chinese are also noticeably involved in other projects in town. 
A Chinese firm is doing the Hambantota “hub” development road/project. At a clover 
interchange in the bypass road junction, Chinese road signs alongside English ones 
announce detours and “work in progress.” If India is concerned at the Chinese 
involvement in Hambantota’s development, it seems keen not to be seen that way. 
But it now has a consulate in this town (It is the only diplomatic post here.) The 
consulate issues about 800 visas a year, and hosts well-attended cultural shows in 
the Japanese-built auditorium. 

Source: The Hindu, 2 November  

India’s Maritime Vision and its Desire for Great Power Status 

-- Siraj Nizamani   

The Indian Navy seeks to enter the new millennium as a professional focused and 
committed force, extremely conscious of its roles and responsibilities. In times of 
peace and tension, it is considered a powerful instrument of the nation’s foreign 
policy, while in times of conflict; it is the foremost expression of the India’s maritime 
power. 

In current strategic scenario, the missions of the IN seem more diverse and complex 
in contrast to the past. This complexity is global as well as regional, and is unlikely to 
diminish in the near future. India is adopting rapidly changing maritime domain, 
similarly, it appreciates these changes and shapes strategies and policies to further 
national interests. India sees herself as a maritime nation and believes that she has 
a bright maritime future ahead. They further argue that if India is to fulfil a maritime 
destiny, the government, the armed forces, the civil services, the media and the 
public must have a maritime vision and a thorough understanding of the maritime 
concepts as outlined in the Indian maritime doctrine of 2004. 

One of the major inducing forces behind this intended rise to a global status is to 
leave Pakistan trailing behind and tilt strategic balance in South Asia in her own 
favour. Of course this Indian adventure will leave serious security implications not 
only for South Asia, but also entire Asia. And this phenomenon has long dominated 
much of India’s strategic thinking about regional security issues throughout the 
Indian Ocean. Atal Bihari Vajpayee then Prime Minister of India once directed 
planners to craft defence strategies that extend beyond South Asia and transcend 
past sub-regional mind sets. 

Simultaneously, Kailash Kumar Kohli, then Commander of the Indian Western Fleet 
stated, “history has taught India two bitter lessons: firstly, that neglect of maritime 
power can culminate in a cession of sovereignty, and secondly, that it takes decades 
to revert to being a considerable maritime power after a period of neglect and 
decline.” In the recent past Indian power projection in and around the Indian Ocean 
has been noticeable, and with it the question of how far India is seeking, and 
succeeding, in making the Indian Ocean to India’s Ocean. 

In its own words Kalash further elaborates that, “it is vital, not just for India’s security 
but also for her continued prosperity, that we possess a Navy which will protect the 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-pearl-in-the-emerald-isle/article4055367.ece
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nation’s vast and varied maritime interests, where the Navy’s role is to help maintain 
peace in the Indian Ocean, meet the expectations of our friends and neighbours in 
times of need, and underpin India’s status as a regional power.” Former Indian naval 
chief Arun Prakash also says “as the preeminent maritime power in the Indian Ocean, 
we must possess and maintain a capability for sustained operations in our area of 
interest. The strategic end is to be the pre- eminent maritime power in the Indian 
Ocean, and the “means” to bring about this end is a strong navy that can maintain a 
capability for sustained operations in and throughout the Indian Ocean.” 

India believes that her position is pivotal in the Indian Ocean Region. And sees her 
as the only viable link between the various maritime zones of the Indian Ocean 
region, i.e. between the Malacca Straits, Andaman Sea, Bay of Bengal, Central 
Indian Ocean, Arabian Sea and its extensions in the Gulf and Red Sea. As Krishna 
Pant concludes” the mainland Indian peninsula, surrounded by the Arabian Sea and 
the Bay of Bengal, thrusts deep into the Indian Ocean.” 

India perceives this position as unique to face in both directions, and simultaneously 
seeks to control the Arabian Sea to the west and the Bay of Bengal to the east, as 
well as to look southwards deep into the Indian Ocean. 

India also has over 1000 islands and atolls, accounting for over 1300 miles of 
additional coastline. Under the Law of the Sea, India’s huge coastline gives her an 
equally huge Exclusive Economic Zone, EEZ, of around 1.37 million square miles, 
around 95 percent of India’s external trade passes through the sea. With its over 1 
billion populations, India has undeniable dreams and hopes of Great Power status 
for the 21st century. 

Especially after detonation of nuclear devices in 1998 India has been bearing in mind 
herself as a major global player, or at least a major Asian power, and it has been 
deeply frustrated for not being respected as a prominent actor on the international 
and Asian scene. Major policy decisions, such as overtly going to nuclear, can be 
attributed to this eternal desire to be seen as a great power. For years both Indian 
and foreign analysts have expected that by the early 21st century India would 
become a major projector of power and influence throughout Asia. Indeed, the most 
recent evidence suggests that the Indian government has now opted for a 20-year 
program to fulfil that goal and become a major military power with influence 
spreading across the Indian Ocean, the Arabian Gulf and the four corners of Asia. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 5 November  

China’s “Carrier Killer”: The DF-21D 

-- James R. Holmes   

Commentators have made much of China’s DF-21D (dubbed by many as the 
"carrier-killer") anti-ship ballistic missile (ASBM), which reportedly entered limited 
service with the People’s Liberation Army’s Second Artillery Corps, or missile force, 
in late 2010. Their assumption, doubtless correct, is that the US Pacific Fleet 
represents the ASBM’s primary target. But just as US commanders plan for the 
hardest case—or against the most capable prospective foe—and trust that the 

http://www.eurasiareview.com/05112012-indias-maritime-vision-and-its-desire-for-great-power-status-oped/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
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resulting capabilities can handle “lesser 
included” challenges, PLA commanders 
can use the ASBM not just for anti-
access scenarios involving the US Navy 
but to pummel less formidable fleets. 
This is Beijing’s unseen big stick and a 
long arm brandishes it. Just look at the 
map of Asia contained in the Pentagon’s 
annual reports on Chinese military power. 
Rivals like Japan, Taiwan, the Philippines, 
Vietnam, and most of India all fall within 

the ASBM’s reach according to American estimates. That lets PLA gunners strike 
throughout the China seas, well into the Western Pacific, throughout the Bay of 
Bengal, and into the Arabian Sea—all without deploying launchers outside China’s 
frontiers. And if ships at sea are at risk, they’re even more exposed while sitting 
stationary alongside a pier or at anchor. 

If the US Navy appears flummoxed by the ASBM, what can smaller Asian navies do? 
It depends on the fleet. Relatively generously funded services like the Indian Navy or 
Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force have the option of building stealth features into 
their latest surface warships, such as the JMSDF’s contingent of Aegis destroyers or 
the Indian Navy’s Kolkata-class destroyers. Real questions linger about the PLA’s 
capacity to find targets at sea. The most lethal ASBM can do little without accurate, 
real-time fire-control data. The more elusive the ship, the better its chances of 
surviving an ASBM assault. 

Asian navies can also avoid the problem altogether by diving underwater. And 
indeed, Tokyo has announced plans to expand its diesel submarine fleet, among the 
worlds finest in terms of quality. New Delhi is building diesel subs of its own while 
inching toward a viable force of nuclear-propelled attack boats. Earlier this year the 
Indian Navy belatedly took delivery of the Nerpa, a Russian Akula II-class SSN. Now 
rechristened INS Chakra, the Nerpa will help acquaint Indian mariners with the 
workings of modern nuclear-powered submarines, opening up new vistas for 
undersea warfare. Nor are submarine acquisitions confined to major Asian fleets. 
Vietnam has made headlines with plans to acquire six Russian-built Kilos, but other 
Southeast Asian states like Indonesia, Singapore, and Malaysia operate subsurface 
flotillas of their own. 

Over the long term, however, the ASBM problem may warrant more ambitious 
countermeasures. Hardening naval bases against pre-emptive strikes is an obvious 
measure, if an expensive and thus unpalatable one. Asian capitals can also rethink 
the makeup of their navies. I have become a convert to the idea that East Asian 
fleets should disperse firepower among a host of small combatants that are cheap 
and can be built in large numbers; pack a wallop; can operate in wolf-packs; and can 
take shelter in caves and other havens that are hard to find or attack. Trying to sell 
officialdom on fast patrol boats could be tough, though. It would mean 
deemphasizing light aircraft carriers like the JMSDF’s “helicopter destroyers,” or the 
Taiwan Navy’s Kidd-class guided-missile destroyers, in favour of unglamorous small 
craft. Yet that looks like the best strategic option for navies inhabiting an increasingly 
hardscrabble neighbourhood. 
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India is an uncomfortable exception to this advice. With ambitions spanning an entire 
ocean and perhaps beyond, New Delhi can hardly found a great navy on short-range 
missile craft. Hardening its bases, operating beneath the waves, and pursuing high-
tech active and passive countermeasures represent its main options. The Indian 
Navy, in short, finds itself in much the same predicament as the U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

Source: The Diplomat, 6 November  

New Chinese Stealth Fighter Heightens Dilemma for Indian Navy 

-- Ajai Shukla 

Indian Navy’s 45 Russian MiG-29Ks are capable fighters, but they will be 
outclassed by stealthy J-31 when it enters service. 

Was last week’s inaugural flight of China’s second 
stealth fighter linked to the ongoing 18th National 
Congress of the Chinese Communist Party? Was 
President Hu Jintao demonstrating his relationship 
with the People’s Liberation Army (PLA), a powerful 
lever for elevating his protégés to the apex Politburo 
Standing Committee? Several unanswered questions 
surround the October 31 debut of the J-31 Shenyang 
fighter, which the pathologically secretive PLA took 

unusual pains to publicise. Having already unveiled the J-20 Chengdu stealth fighter 
in January 2011, China is the only country that is developing two separate stealth 
fighters. The US is developing the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, albeit in three versions; 
Russia is working on a single design, the PAK-FA, to which India has hitched its 
wagon. Separately, Japan is developing the ATD-X demonstrator. 

Other intriguing questions include: Given the J-31’s close resemblance to the US F-
35 fighter has China reverse-engineered it from blueprints that Lockheed Martin had 
reported stolen in 2009 from the computers of six American aerospace 
subcontractors? Is the J-31 for export only, which would explain the publicity that the 
PLA is giving it? Or will the PLA use the J-31 as an air superiority fighter while the 
larger J-20 strikes ground targets, an allocation of roles that mirrors the employment 
of the F-22 Raptor and the F-35 by the US Air Force? Or is the F-31 a competitor to 
the J-20, with the better of the two designs destined to go into production? 

But the question that most worries the Indian Navy is: 
does the sturdy landing gear that experts have spotted 
on the J-31 indicate that the new fighter will operate 
from Chinese aircraft carriers, giving the PLA Navy, or 
PLA(N), an aerial combat capability that would 
outmuscle India’s in the Indian Ocean? China is 
focusing keenly on naval air power. Just a month ago 
China’s first aircraft carrier, the Liaoning, had joined the 
PLAN fleet. The 58,500-tonne Liaoning — bought as scrap from Ukraine for a 
floating casino, but then renovated in Dalian shipyard into an operational carrier — is 
the PLAN’s first attempt at learning the complex skills of aircraft carrier operations. 

http://thediplomat.com/the-naval-diplomat/2012/11/06/chinas-carrier-killer-the-df-21d/
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This is difficult learning. The US Navy lost some 12,000 aircraft and 8,500 airmen 
from 1949-1988 in developing its naval aviation skills. But Indian planners believe 
the Chinese will learn quickly, especially when the Liaoning is joined by more 
modern aircraft carriers that are already being built in China. 

Indian Navy planners tell Business Standard that the PLAN’s three-pronged process 
— learning aircraft carrier operations; building one or two modern carriers; and 
inducting the J-31 — could take a decade or more. But after that, PLAN aircraft 
carrier battle groups could operate in the Indian Ocean, fielding fighters that are 
superior to India’s. The Indian Navy’s 45 Russian MiG-29Ks, purchased for two new 
aircraft carriers, are capable fighters today, but would certainly be outclassed by the 
stealthy J-31 whenever it enters service. The navy’s new carriers — the 44,000-
tonne INS Vikramaditya that could join the fleet next year; and the unnamed, 40,000-
tonne Indigenous Aircraft Carrier (IAC) that will be ready only by 2017 — are both 
fitted with ski-jumps that are custom-built for the MiG-29K to take off. 

If the navy wants a more capable fighter, e.g. the Dassault Rafale, which the Indian 
Air Force is buying, or the F-35C, which is the naval version of the Joint Strike 
Fighter, it will need an aircraft carrier with a catapult rather than a ski-jump. If the 
navy designs its second IAC (a 60,000-tonne vessel that is still being 
conceptualised) with a catapult on the flight deck, a fifth-generation stealth fighter 
could soon follow. The navy has already signalled such an interest. In 2006, and 
again in 2007, New Delhi asked Lockheed Martin (which runs the F-35 programme) 
for briefings on the F-35B, a short take off and vertical landing (STOVL) variant that 
the US Marine Corps will fly off its smaller aircraft carriers called Landing Helicopter 
Docks. While the F-35B could operate from a ski-jump, the F-35C needs a catapult 
to propel it off the flight deck. 

Will the J-31 push the Indian Navy towards more advanced fighters and a second 
IAC with catapult assisted launch? All options remain on the table. Then naval chief, 
Admiral Nirmal Verma, speaking in Delhi on August 7 shortly before he retired, did 
not rule out “having an entirely different carrier with a different complement of 
aircraft.”  

That decision, however, would be a difficult one, keeping in mind that two carriers 
would already be fielding the MiG-29K and a new fighter would complicate training 
and logistics. “I can’t rule out anything or rule in anything. It is something at the 
concept stage and it will take a couple of years before us, we firm up our ideas on 
this,” said Admiral Verma. The navy’s eyes will be focused on the Zhuhai Air Show, 
in China, in mid-November for more details that might emerge about China’s new 
stealth fighter. 

Source: Business Standard, 10 November  

Behind Sino-Japanese Tensions 

-- Robert A. Manning 

It just won’t go away—and it may be Asia’s contemporary equivalent to Archduke 
Ferdinand, whose assassination sparked World War I. In recent weeks, nearly daily 

http://thediplomat.com/the-naval-diplomat/2012/11/06/chinas-carrier-killer-the-df-21d/
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occurrences near the disputed rocks are visits by Chinese ships. Carefully chosen 
maritime-surveillance or fisheries-agency (not military) ships have hovered on waters 
just outside the twelve-mile territorial limits (but inside the two-hundred-mile 
economic zone) of the Senkaku islands, which Japan controls and China calls the 
Diaoyu. These five lonely islets jutting out of the East China Sea are inhabited by a 
few dozen goats. 

But the Sino-Japanese dispute has heated up in recent months. Nationalist 
sentiments are coming to a boil and crippling relations between two of the world’s 
largest economies. These tensions are emblematic of larger trends in East Asia. 
South Korea and Japan are also in the midst of a similar dispute over even smaller 
and more inconsequential rocks, Dokdo, which are called Takeshima by Japan. So 
spun up are the Koreans (not coincidentally in an election year) that their President 
Lee Myung-bak became the first Korean leader to ever visit the rocks last August. 
The Korean government, at public expense, supports a single couple living there so 
they can say it is inhabited. Lee called the tiny specks of land “a place worth staking 
our lives to defend.” And it doesn’t end there. In the South China Sea, similar 
disputes exist between China and Vietnam over the Paracel islands; there are also 
the Spratlys, where China is pitted against Vietnam, the Philippines and Malaysia 
(each with claims over one or more of the tiny reefs). 

This is about far more than the rocks and the purported (and much exaggerated) oil 
and gas lying offshore of the various islets. In fact, what recoverable oil and gas that 
is adjacent to any of the disputed territories is highly unlikely to garner the 
investment required in offshore-drilling technology, until the legal and political status 
of the respective territories is resolved. Rational actors would opt for joint economic 
development. Nor is it about strategic advantage in the shipping lanes. Who, besides 
pirates or terrorists, has an interest in shutting down global trade? 

History Strikes Back 

The core of these disputes is much more troubling than any of these geopolitical 
considerations. That’s because it is not something rational actors can reason their 
way through. It is highly emotional and irrational—so much that it is putting a nearly 
$20 trillion regional economy at risk. 

In the case of Japan and both China and South Korea, it is primarily about historical 
memory scarring the respective national narratives of two proud, highly successful, 
modern economic and political powers. This was articulated recently by Liu Xiaoming, 
China’s Ambassador to the United Kingdom, writing in the Financial Times: 

“Many historians have compared post war Japan and 
Germany. Their conclusions are consistent: unlike 
Germany, Japan has never seriously reflected on its 
behaviour during the Second World War. War 
criminals are still worshipped at the Yasakuni shrine 
in Tokyo... Japan’s leaders have occasionally offered 
grudging apologies but these have never convinced 
its neighbours”. 
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This pathological predicament gives new meaning to the term “living history”. 
Unhealed psychic wounds, including a sense of humiliation and shame in response 
to the trauma of Japan’s colonial roles in both Korea (1910-45) and China (in the 
1930s) grate against the buoyant economies and dignity of both the ROK and China. 
Even accounting for the political excesses of a generational leadership transition in 
China and a presidential election in the ROK, such nationalist outpourings cut to the 
essence of national identities of modern China and Korea. There is also an element 
of national memory at play in Sino-Vietnam disputes in the South China Sea. Though 
U.S. policymakers in the 1970s seemed oblivious to it, China and Vietnam have a 
two-thousand-year history of confrontation. 

Where does it lead? 

Yet even as tensions boil in the multitude of Asian territorial disputes, the region 
continues apace with its economic and financial integration. Several weeks ago, the 
ASEAN+6 (China, India, Japan, S Korea, Australia and New Zealand) announced 
that it would launch negotiations in January for the creation of a new trade accord, 
the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP). And on the financial 
front, they recently agreed to double the available pool of foreign reserves for 
available swaps in a crisis in the Chiang Mai Initiative (ASEAN, China, Japan and the 
ROK) to $240 billion. 

If this behaviour pattern seems a bit schizophrenic, that’s because it is, more or less. 
Given that for most of the past four decades East Asians have been preoccupied 
with making money—and constitute one of the most impressive examples of rapid 
economic development in history—does not this potentially explosive nationalism put 
that success at risk? That was certainly the story in Europe, 1914, despite the 
assurance of Norman Angell’s 1910 bestseller, The Great Illusion, which argued that 
the world’s then-unprecedented trade and financial interdependence made war 
impossible. 

Do Island Disputes Matter? 

Does Asia need to repeat the experience of two catastrophic world wars before it 
sorts out its nationalist pathologies? Perhaps. Certainly the reality in Asia is that 
there is nary a country that would formally accept its current borders as final. But 
there is a larger question: does it matter in this age of the knowledge economy? After 
all, we are not talking about disputes over Alsace-Lorraine, Manchuria or the Korean 
Peninsula. We are talking about tiny outcroppings that combined have no more land 
mass than Hong Kong. If you “win” on such disputes, what exactly do you gain, other 
than feeling good because the other claimant lost? In the information-age global 
economy, tiny nations like Singapore are larger players than nations with several 
orders of magnitude more land. 

Americans tend to think that all problems have solutions. Unfortunately, that is not 
always the case. Some problems can only be managed. Conflict in East Asia cannot 
be ruled out. Nationalism combined with ever-more-capable military forces may well 
boil over. And for the United States, which has treaty allies in the mix, such conflict 
would create a difficult quandary. The Senkakus are controlled by Japan, whom we 
are obliged to defend if attacked. More bizarre is prospective hostility between two 
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U.S. allies, the ROK and Japan. In a conflict between Seoul and Tokyo, where would 
that leave Washington? 

Considering the role of national honour, a resolution of the various disputes may 
simply be too hard. Which nation would accept the loss of face? Some have 
suggested submitting the various competing claims to the International Court of 
Justice at The Hague as a face-saving way out. But there are few clear cut cases. 
The Law of the Sea Treaty does not provide guidance for overlapping claims, which 
in some cases are among three or more claimants. And who decides whether 
historical arguments (e.g. “We found the Senkakus first!”) or treaties resulting from 
conflict take precedence? 

The optimistic scenario is that over time the passions become less intense, and the 
desire for economic prosperity dominates, with many of these disputes lingering—as 
they have over the past half century—as irritants. There are precedents in both the 
Arctic and Southeast Asia of putting aside sovereignty claims and jointly developing 
resources. That could lead to a manageable if inconclusive outcome. But who would 
bet the mortgage on it? 

[Robert A. Manning is a Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Council. He previously served in the State 
Department as a senior advisor to the Assistant Secretary for East Asia and the Pacific (1989-
93) and on the Secretary’s policy planning staff (2004-08).] 

Source: The National Interest, 10 November  

Manila Paddles Harder in the South China Sea 

-- Richard Javad Heydarian 

At the recently concluded UN General Assembly in New York, Philippine Foreign 
Secretary Albert del Rosario made an emphatic speech to rally global support for his 
country's rule of law position vis-a-vis China over ongoing territorial disputes in the 
South China Sea.  

"Today my country faces its most serious challenge to the security of its maritime 
domain and integrity of its national territory, as well as its effective protection of its 
marine environment," said Del Rosario. "The UN Convention on the Law of the Sea 
has never been more relevant than it is today, all States must respect their 
obligations to settle their maritime disputes by peaceful means, without threats or 
use of force under UNCLOS."  

In a veiled criticism of China's growing assertiveness, he called for a "rule-based 
approach" to avoid weaker countries from being forced to accept that "might is right". 
His speech was a clear appeal for greater international intervention while portraying 
the Philippines as a responsible member of the international community - and not 
just an instrument of America's "pivot" to Asia to contain China.  

Lacking a credible deterrence capability, the Philippines is now pouring more time 
and energy into its diplomacy, especially towards the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN). An ASEAN Summit meeting to be held in Cambodia later this 

http://www.nationalinterest.org/commentary/asias-morass-its-not-about-the-rocks-7725
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month will be attended by global leaders, including US President Barack Obama, 
and will be closely watched for progress on the South China Sea issue.  

The 10-member grouping's usual consensus broke down earlier this year when its 
members failed to issue a joint communiqué due to differences of opinion on the 
South China Sea. While Manila has expressed its commitment to utilize all 
instruments of national power, including revitalized bilateral military ties with the US, 
to defend its territorial claims in the South China Sea, diplomacy appears to have 
moved to the centre of its overall strategy.  

There are basically three reasons for this strategic shift: 

• Lingering doubts about the extent of the US's commitment to the Philippines' 
defence, especially in the event of direct confrontation with China over 
disputed territories. 

• A growing emphasis on repairing ties with China, setting the stage for better 
relations with the incoming new leadership in Beijing. 

• Increasing confidence in an ASEAN-led multilateral approach, with Brunei (a 
party to ongoing conflicts in the South China Sea) poised to take over the 
rotational chairmanship of the organization from Cambodia (a staunch ally of 
China). In recent months, the Philippines' diplomatic offensive has moved 
forward on multiple levels. On one hand, the Philippines has stepped-up its 
direct bilateral diplomacy towards China after an earlier backdoor attempt 
backfired, creating further acrimony and division within Manila's leadership. 
Recent indications are that the Aquino administration is keen to create a more 
positive atmosphere amid the highly sensitive leadership transition in China.  

Owing to the significance of bilateral economic ties, the Philippines have become 
more cautious in projecting its deepening military relations with the US. In recent 
weeks, top Filipino officials, apparently conscious of China's constant and wary gaze, 
have notably toned down their rhetoric.  

Manila has consistently bid to assuage China's strategic anxieties through 
reassurances that joint military exercises with the US are merely defensive in nature 
rather than aimed at China. The Philippines has adamantly emphasized that its 
military cooperation with the US is focused on more benign Non-Traditional Security 
(NTS) issues rather than bolstering its South China Sea claims.  

The Philippines most important diplomatic coup, however, came through its recent 
hosting of the third ASEAN Maritime Forum (AMF), which brought together leading 
experts as well as high-level representatives from across the Pacific. The forum 
provided a crucial platform for Manila to refocus ASEAN efforts on the issue of 
maritime security, emphasizing the need for regional solidarity and increased 
cooperation.  

Manila had earlier failed to win sufficient support for its diplomatic proposals, 
especially regarding a binding regional Code of Conduct (CoC) for the South China 
Sea during both the 2011 ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) in Indonesia. The 2012 
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting (AMM) in Cambodia, whereby Phnom Penh - allegedly 
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under Beijing's influence - blocked even the inclusion of the ongoing disputes in the 
South China Sea in the final communiqué.  

With the fate of a regional CoC in limbo and growing concerns over strategic rifts 
within the ASEAN, the Philippines is desperate to inject some life back into its 
diplomatic efforts and steer a more unified regional approach.  

Maritime Cooperation 

On October 3, the Philippines hosted the 3rd AMF, a confab that assembled senior 
foreign ministry officials from across Southeast Asia for a three-day event focused on 
interrelated maritime issues such as maritime connectivity, marine environment, sea 
piracy, search and rescue at sea, fisheries, and maritime security.  

The forum built on the conclusions of the 6th East Asia Summit, whereby EAS 
leaders underscored the importance of maritime cooperation and security. Aside 
from being the region's primary forum for the discussion of maritime issues, this 
year's AMF was also the first Expanded ASEAN Maritime Forum (EAMF), which 
brought together all 18 members of the broader pan-regional East Asia Summit.  

On the last day of the forum, participation was extended to include multi-sectorial 
representatives - academics, private stake-holders, and government officials - from 
eight ASEAN partner countries, namely Australia, the US, India, Japan, South Korea, 
Japan, Russia, China and New Zealand.  

Significantly, the Chinese foreign ministry refused to divulge the identity of its 
representatives ahead of the forum, while there were hints that the Japanese 
representatives would attempt to discuss the ongoing dispute with China over the 
Senkaku/Diaoyu islands in the East China Sea.  

Filipino officials were straightforward about their objectives for the forum. "The 
Philippines would like to positively engage our partners to discuss cross-cutting 
maritime issues and explore ways and means to enhance activities aimed at 
bolstering maritime security and cooperation in East Asia," said Foreign Affairs 
Assistance Secretary Raul Hernandez.  

Simultaneously, the Philippines expressed its desire to open sensitive discussions 
with the Chinese and Americans while rallying support from both ASEAN members 
as well as varying strategic partners across the Pacific for more concrete security 
architecture to oversee ongoing territorial disputes. The Philippines thus sought to 
put ongoing disputes under the spotlight in a bid to build urgency around the need for 
a more binding CoC.  

It also highlighted "freedom of navigation" issues related to the disputes. Back in 
2010, during the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) in Hanoi, the US showed favour 
towards Vietnam and the Philippines, when it indirectly chastised China's growing 
assertiveness in the South China Sea and identified "freedom of navigation" as a 
national interest, carving out a place at the centre of ongoing territorial disputes in 
the South China Sea.  
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Ahead of the forum, US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton expressed Washington's 
support for the objectives and format of the event by stating, "All 18 East Asia 
Summit states have been invited for in-depth discussions on how to improve safety 
on the region's waterways, combat piracy, protect the environment, and we are 
encouraged by the recent informal dialogue between ASEAN and China as they 
work toward a comprehensive code of conduct for the South China Sea as a means 
to prevent future tension in the region."  

To underscore the forum's importance in the eyes of the Filipino leadership, Vice 
President Jejomar Binay was also in attendance. In his keynote speech, he couched 
his statements in the more benign language of regional maritime cooperation by 
emphasizing the need to rein in growing NTS challenges while ensuring the steady 
flow of energy shipments across vital regional sea lanes. He also underscored the 
AMF's utility as a platform for continuous maritime strategic cooperation.  

"It is therefore of vital importance to secure sea lanes communication and continue 
combating piracy to ensure freedom and safety of navigation in the seas of 
Southeast Asia," Binay said. "Without duplicating the work of relevant ASEAN bodies, 
the ASEAN Maritime Forum should be institutionalized as the comprehensive and 
cooperative platform for strategic engagement."  

Owing to the sensitivity of the issues on the agenda, potential areas of cooperation 
among member countries were initially discussed behind closed doors. The 
chairman's statement from the 3rd AMF, however, raised two significant points: (1) 
participants' emphasis on respecting international law, including the 1982 United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) the 2002 ASEAN Declaration 
on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DOC), as well as the grouping's 
recent Six Point Principles on the South China Sea; and (2) the participants' 
recognition of the critical role of sharing information and best practices.  

On the first day of the forum, the Philippines put forward a regional information-
sharing system proposal to supposedly protect Southeast Asia's waters against a 
whole range of "threats", including drug trafficking, gun smuggling, human trafficking, 
illegal fishing, and weather disturbances. According to the proposal, the system 
would "provide timely, relevant and material information to appropriate action 
agencies to enable them to combat non-traditional security threats at sea."  

To avoid controversy and ensure engagement among participants with conflicting 
positions, the proposal's wording was intentionally vague. In particular, it failed to 
specify the mechanics of "information-sharing" and omitted any mention of territorial 
disputes in the South China Sea. What is clear is that although the prospects of a 
regional CoC remains elusive, the Philippines has managed through diplomacy to 
return the issue of maritime security and the need for cooperation back to the centre 
of regional official discussions.  

(Richard Javad Heydarian is a foreign affairs analyst based in Manila. He can be reached at 
jrheydarian@gmail.com.) 

Source: Asia Times, 16 November  
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Indian Navy Vessel Begins Global Circumnavigation Voyage 

Lieutenant Commander Abhilash Tomy of the Indian Navy began his solo 
circumnavigation across the globe, setting sail on Indian Naval Sailing Vessel (INSV) 
Mhadei. During his journey, the 33-year-old naval aviator will travel 21,600 nautical 
miles or 40,000 kilometres and remain at sea for about six months. The vessel was 
flagged off from the Gateway of India here by Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha, Flag 
Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the Western Naval Command, for Sagar Parikrama-
II, a solo circumnavigation of the globe. 

"The circumnavigation of the globe will be unassisted, solo, non-stop and under sail," 
an Indian Navy official said. The 56-feet sail boat, handed over to the Indian Navy on 
February 12, 2009 is fitted with state-of-the-art navigation and communication 
equipment, and is named after river Mhadei, the origin of river Mandovi. Lieutenant 
Commander Abhilash Tomy will sail Mhadei south of all the great capes -- Cape 
Leeuwing, Cape Horn and Cape of Good Hope and cover a distance of 21,600 
nautical miles, cross the equator twice and will finish the voyage at Mumbai. To 
reclaim India's glorious maritime history, Vice Admiral Manohar Awati, who retired as 
Commander-in-Chief of the Western Naval Command, had proposed that a solo 
circumnavigation of the globe under sail must be carried out. The Indian Navy had 
accepted the proposal and permission of the Ministry of Defence was obtained in 
2006. 

Source: The Economic Times, 1 November  

MiG-29K Carrier Trials for India Completed 

RAC MiG has completed sea trials 
of its MiG-29K/KUB combat aircraft 
involving the Indian navy's future 
aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya, 
with deliveries under New Delhi's 
2010 contract on track to start late 
this year. "All tests on the ship 
have been completed successfully, 
and the customer signed the 
respective protocol. We no longer 
need a carrier [for trials]," says 

RAC MiG general director Sergei Korotkov. The Indian navy has already received 16 
K-model fighters and KUB-variant trainers from a previous order, and "these aircraft 
are being successfully operated", he adds. Meanwhile, a first batch of six Indian air 
force MiG-29s to be upgraded to an improved UPG standard have been completed 
at the Russian company's Lukhovitsy plant to the south of Moscow. Introducing a 
new avionics suite harmonised with that of the MiG-29K, the work is being performed 
under a March 2008 contract, with 90% of the aircraft to be modified in India under 
Russian supervision. Speaking at the Lukhovitsy site on 25 October, Korotkov said 
RAC MiG has "a considerable backlog of orders from the local customer and foreign 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2012-11-01/news/34857685_1_vice-admiral-manohar-awati-indian-navy-western-naval-command
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countries, which gives us a high workload through to 2017". This represents 
business worth more than $6 billion, he added. In addition to building new deck-
based fighters for the Indian and Russian navies, the company is also on schedule to 
hand over its first MiG-35s to the Russian air force next year. 

Source: Flight Global, 1 November  

China 'Makes First Test Flight' of New Stealth Fighter Jet 

China's second stealth fighter has 
made its first test flight, state media 
reported, in a boost to the country's 
air capabilities even though the 
plane is unlikely to be deployed for 
years. The J-31, the second stealth 
plane to be unveiled by China in 
less than two years, flew for 11 
minutes, the state-run Global Times 
reported. Photos posted online by 
Chinese military enthusiasts 
appeared to show the black-painted 

combat plane in mid-flight. Images of the aircraft were first leaked online in 
September. China's first stealth fighter, the J-20, was unveiled in early 2011 but is 
not expected to enter service until 2018. The country's first aircraft carrier entered 
service last month, with others capable of carrying aircraft expected to follow. The J-
31 appears to be more mobile than the J-20, with its landing gear suggesting it is 
designed to be launched from an aircraft carrier, military expert Andrei Chang told. 
He said the J-31 appeared similar to the latest "fifth" generation of US-designed 
stealth fighters, but with a less powerful engine and a lower proportion of 
sophisticated radar-blocking composite materials. "In terms of design it appears the 
J-31 is inferior to the latest US planes," said Chang, head of the Kanwa Information 
Centre which monitors China's military. "The layout is similar, but the material and 
quality are inferior." 

A long testing process means the aircraft is unlikely to be put into action for nearly a 
decade. "It will take at least seven or eight years before it can be commercially sold," 
Chang said, adding that the test flight was timed to coincide with the run-up to 
China's once-in-a-decade leadership transition next month. "I think the regime is 
trying to show off their colleagues that the Hu Jintao regime achieved a lot for 
China," he said, adding that the J-31's manufacturers hoped to export the plane to 
Chinese allies such as Pakistan. China says its defence spending will top $100 
billion in 2012, the latest in a series of budget increases to the country's 2.3 million-
strong military. Decades of increased investment saw the country fall from being the 
world's largest importer of arms in 2007 to the fourth largest by 2011, the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute said. Arms exports rose 95 per cent in the 
same period. The US ordered 31 fifth-generation F-35 stealth fighter jets in one 2010 
deal, the same year it deployed four F-22 Raptor stealth fighters in joint drills with 
South Korea in the Sea of Japan. 

Source: The Telegraph, 1 November  

http://www.flightglobal.com/news/articles/mig-29k-carrier-trials-for-india-completed-378416/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/9647722/China-makes-first-test-flight-of-new-stealth-fighter-jet.html
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India for Strong Maritime Security in Indian Ocean Region 

Advocating deeper economic ties 
in the Indian Ocean region and 
emphasis on maritime security, 
India pitched for more robust 
“cooperative regionalism” and said 
the geo-strategic importance of 
the area cannot be 
underestimated. “As focus of 
global economic growth shifts to 
Asia, it will occupy even greater 
salience in our strategic 
perspective,” External Affairs 
Minister Salman Khurshid said in 

his address at the Ministerial Meeting of the 20-nation Indian Ocean Rim-Association 
for Regional Cooperation (IOR-ARC) in Gurgaon. “We envision IOR-ARC as a 
regional body that can respond effectively to this need and enhance our individual 
and collective capacities to deal with contemporary challenges facing our common 
maritime domain,” he said on the concluding day of the five-day conference. Mr. 
Khurshid stressed that IOR-ARC should be strengthened to enable it to rise to 
expectations of the region. 

The grouping was set up in 1997 with the primary objective of promoting sustained 
growth and balanced development of the region and of its member states. “IOR-ARC 
has helped promote understanding and cooperation amongst our countries over 
these years, yet immense untapped potential remains,” the minister said. The theme 
of the deliberations is “IOR-ARC at 15 - the Next Decade." 

“In our view, the objective of this exercise should be to lay down a roadmap and 
agenda for our Association for the coming years that will eventually establish IOR-
ARC as an apex organization for the Indian Ocean region,” Mr. Khurshid said. He 
pointed out that the region is characterised by great diversities in size, population 
and levels of development. “A prospective roadmap for our Association must 
therefore be inclusive, taking IOR-ARC forward at a pace acceptable to all. 

“Secondly, in facilitating the creation of a regional climate conducive to peace and 
prosperity, IOR-ARC should aim at opening as many channels of communication 
and cooperation amongst its membership as feasible,” the minister said. “It must 
thus be comprehensive, an integrated effort bringing together governments, civil 
society and business and deepening people-to-people contacts,” Mr. Khurshid said. 

He said that the organisation’s agenda must reflect common regional interests that 
hold value for its membership. The minister recalled the last meeting held in 
Bangalore in November 2011 that had identified six priorities for the Association’s 
work--maritime security and safety, disaster risk reduction, trade and investment 
facilitation, fisheries management, academic and science and technology 
cooperation, and tourism and cultural exchanges. “Each of these areas has its own 
relevance for us. Here I would like to touch on just three aspects. IOR-ARC follows 
an approach best defined as ‘cooperative regionalism’ 



Page 24 of 43 

“Economic cooperation is at the core of our collective effort, and we need to consider 
appropriate initiatives aimed at meeting the developmental, energy and food security 
needs of our region, new infrastructural linkages with enhanced connectivity, and 
trade and investment facilitation that builds on the complementarities in our 
economic strengths,” he said. “Capacity-building and skilling in all our identified 
priority areas is a cross-cutting need, which IOR-ARC can also address,” he said, 
adding that economic development cooperation requires a conducive environment. 

“Security of maritime commerce and safety of seafarers are of concern to all of us. 
There is a need, for example, to be more precise in defining high risk areas in the 
Indian Ocean, based on actual incidents of piracy, as this impacts adversely on 
insurance premiums and adds to the cost of shipping in our region,” he said. India 
will host an IOR-ARC seminar on maritime security in early 2013, and “we should 
consider its institutionalisation as a regional forum for continuing exchange of views 
and monitoring of the situation,” he said. The minister said the member states should 
find ways and means of providing greater structure to the IOR-ARC process, and 
enhancing the capacity of the Secretariat to support this effort. 

Source: The Hindu, 2 November  

Islands tiff: Japan briefs India 

Tokyo’s Trilateral Meeting with Delhi, Washington Irks Beijing 

Signalling their growing alarm, senior Japanese 
officials gave a classified briefing to Indian and US 
officials on the Senkaku/Diaoyu islands earlier. 
China and Japan are locked in a territorial dispute 
over these islands in the East China Sea that has 
recently escalated to the level that has rung alarm 
bells among strategists. This was part of the third 
trilateral meeting among India, Japan and the US, 

where the three countries explored possibilities of working together in the region. 
The trilateral has attracted criticism from China, which has blamed Tokyo for 
spreading its anxieties about Beijing’s rise among other countries.  

The trilateral, the third in the past one year, has now evolved into a deeper 
interaction where the three major nations exchange their strategic perceptions of the 
region. In the past months, India, Japan and the US have been working together to 
develop trade and economic linkages in south-east Asia. Myanmar also plays a key 
role as all three countries have reformed their ties with the junta-ruled nation. India 
has proposed an east-west corridor connecting India via Myanmar with Thailand and 
further all the way to Vietnam. India, Myanmar and Thailand are already working on 
a trilateral highway that aims to provide connectivity and improve economic linkages 
among the countries of this region, and the trilateral effort will only augment this. At a 
deeper level, this aims to give countries on this corridor an alternative to the north-
south connectivity provided by China’s massively funded outreach to the region. 

While a lot will depend on India's growing presence in Myanmar, it will be the 
redirection of Japan's overseas development assistance (ODA) programme that will 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-for-strong-maritime-security-in-indian-ocean-region/article4057934.ece?homepage=true
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actually fund these ventures, with the US providing the strategic heft to see this 
through. In past decades, Japan had used ODA to its advantage, but in recent years, 
Japanese assistance has dwindled, and in many countries this has been overtaken 
by China's humongous overseas enterprise. Japan, whose ODA is currently 
overwhelmingly directed to India and also Vietnam, is returning to its cheque book 
diplomacy as it attempts to regain influence in a China-dominated region.  

As India, Japan and the US engage more intensively in the Asia-Pacific, they are 
bound to come up against a more assertive China which will take exception to what it 
sees as an attempt to corral it in the region by these three countries. India has 
asserted that it has interests in the Asia-Pacific, a fact that was mentioned in a joint 
statement with the Chinese defence minister during his recent visit to India. For the 
US, this is part of their much publicized “pivot” to Asia. The three countries are also 
looking at joining forces for economic development projects in Afghanistan, which is 
of strategic importance to both India and the US, while Japan may remain one of the 
largest donors in the post-2014 environment. India and the US are pooling their 
strengths in a trilateral format with Afghanistan to ensure it doesn't descend into 
chaos again. 

Source: The Times of India, 2 November  

Eye on India, China All Set To Look West 

Ahead of a once in a decade leadership change in China, strategists in Beijing are 
scripting a new ‘Look West’ policy, giving primacy to ties with India while rebalancing 
Beijing’s decades old pro-Pakistan tilt to counter American influence. “The 
Americans are looking towards East and we look towards the West,” Wang Jisi, a 
Chinese strategist who worked closely with Chinese leaders including outgoing 
President Hu Jintao to reset the badly ruptured relations with India after 1962 conflict, 
said giving a rare insight into the thinking among the leadership. By West, Wang 
means the West of China, starting from India, the sprawling South and West Asia 
and beyond. “China ignored the West for long and it is time for rebalance not only for 
oil, natural gas but also very big economic opportunities,” he said, quoting recent 
studies that China’s trade with India and rest of Asia grew seven times faster than 
Beijing’s trade growth in recent years. As China looks to reset its ties with India, he 
said Beijing’s “all weather” relations with Pakistan were no longer driven by the factor 
to contain New Delhi, but to prevent the Islamic militancy in Xinjiang, bordering 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. “We have to fend off extreme Islamic terrorism from 
getting into China from Pakistan and we need Pakistan more like all weather ally,” he 
added. “Pakistan is increasingly getting weak. It is much less than GDP of India. I am 
sad about it,” he said.  

Source: The Times of India, 2 November  

North China Sea Fleet Sets New Records in High-Sea Training 

A joint taskforce of the North China Sea Fleet of the Navy of the Chinese People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) consisting of totally 7 ships including the “Harbin” guided-
missile destroyer and the “Shijiazhuang” guided-missile destroyer conducted a 
routine high-sea training in waters of the western Pacific Ocean in early and mid 

http://epaper.timesofindia.com/Default/Scripting/ArticleWin.asp?From=Archive&Source=Page&Skin=TOINEW&BaseHref=CAP/2012/11/02&PageLabel=16&EntityId=Ar01600&ViewMode=HTML
http://epaper.timesofindia.com/Default/Scripting/ArticleWin.asp?From=Archive&Source=Page&Skin=TOINEW&BaseHref=CAP/2012/11/02&PageLabel=26&EntityId=Ar02605&ViewMode=HTML
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October of 2012, according to the China Central Television (CCTV). This is the first 
time for the North China Sea Fleet to organize such a large-scale joint taskforce to 
conduct multi-arms coordinated training in the waters of the western Pacific Ocean 
and has set several new records. 

It is learned that the taskforce of the North China Sea Fleet of the PLA Navy entered 
the western Pacific Ocean through the Miyako Strait, an important route connecting 
the East China Sea and the Pacific Ocean. The flag ship of the taskforce is the 
“Harbin” guided-missile destroyer. The taskforce conducted trainings in different 
areas of the western Pacific Ocean on multiple subjects including security patrol in 
important waters, comprehensive attack and defence, fishing escort and naval escort, 
and battle-damage rescue in actual-combat environment, highlighting trainings 
across day and night, trainings in different time periods at night and confrontation 
drills. They also carried out mission-oriented trainings by making full use of the 
complex sea conditions and the diverse and variable electromagnetic environments 
in the sea areas of trainings. 

The taskforce also organized and commanded warships and helicopters for 
operations based on the information system, strengthened the combat troops’ actual-
combat confrontation drills and conducted specialized and refined drills on subjects 
including organizing security patrols, precision strikes, anti-submarine actions in 
ocean and comprehensive attack and defence, in a bid to improve the high-sea 
defence and combat capabilities of the joint mobile taskforce. 

Source: People’s Daily, 2 November  

Countries Surrounding Indian Ocean Meet to Boost Maritime Security 

Ministers from 19 countries around the Indian Ocean discussed ways to work 
together to boost maritime security and ensure that some of the world’s busiest sea 
lanes are kept safe for global trade. The ministers met in New Delhi to chalk out a 
10-year roadmap for the group to promote trade and investment in the fast-growing 
economic region. 

India’s external affairs minister, Salman Khurshid, said the Indian Ocean’s geo-
strategic importance “cannot be underestimated.” While the Indian Ocean rim 
countries have helped promote understanding and cooperation among themselves, 
Khurshid said “immense untapped potential remained for greater trade and 
economic relations.” The group has identified maritime security as among its top 
most priorities. Over the past few years, pirates based mostly in the African nation of 
Somalia, have taken over container ships, seizing cargos and holding crews for 
ransom. 

Although incidents of piracy have declined in the last year, it continues to threaten 
sea trade of not just the Indian Ocean states, but even that of the United States and 
Europe that depend on oil imports from the Gulf. About 70% of global traffic in 
petroleum products and half the world’s container traffic transits through the Indian 
Ocean. “Despite the global economic slowdown and the slow recovery, Indian Ocean 
rim economies performed well in 2011, with their combined GDP at an estimated 
$6.5 trillion,” said Sudhir Vyas, an Indian diplomat. That was up from $5.7 trillion a 

http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90786/8002000.html
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year earlier, he said. Set up in 1997, the Indian Ocean rim group includes Australia, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Singapore and South Africa. China, France, Egypt, 
Japan and Britain attend the meetings as observers. The United States was inducted 
as a sixth observer in the group. 

Source: The Washington Post, 2 November  

India to Take up Gorshkov Issue with Putin in 'Big Way' 

The delay in the handing over of aircraft carrier Admiral Gorshkov will be taken up in 
a "big way" during Russian President Vladimir Putin's visit next month and India may 
also consider imposing a penalty of around Rs 600 crore over the issue. Putin was 
supposed to visit early November but has postponed his visit to December 24. 
Russia had informed India at the Defence Minister-level talks earlier this month that it 
would be able to deliver the much-delayed warship only by the end of next year due 
to malfunctions in its boilers. 

"The issue would be taken up in a big way during President Putin's visit and we are 
also considering the option of imposing liquidity damages up to five per cent of the 
contract worth over USD 2.3 billion over delays in supply of the warship," a Defence 
Ministry source said here. The delivery schedule of the already much-delayed 
45,000-tonne warship has slipped further after it encountered engine malfunctions 
during sea trials in Russia. After Russia conveyed the new delivery schedule of the 
aircraft carrier, Defence Minister AK Antony had expressed concern over it and 
asked all the stakeholders to adopt a wartime approach for ensuring an early 
delivery of the warship.  

The ship, rechristened INS Vikramaditya, was scheduled for commissioning into 
Indian Navy by December 4 but Russian media reports have suggested that it would 
now be delivered only in October 2013. The warship was originally scheduled to join 
the navy on 2008. During the visit, India is expected to sign a number of defence 
deals for procuring 42 Su-30MKIs, 71 Mi-17 V5 choppers, new hypersonic version of 
the BrahMos missiles. The government recently cleared several deals with Russia 
for procuring 25,000 Invar missiles for T-90 tanks and 10,000 Konkurs-M missiles for 
the Infantry and Mechanised Infantry battalions of the Army. 

Source: Zee News, 2 November  

Russia Sends Anti-Piracy Force to Gulf of Aden 

A task force from Russia’s Pacific Fleet has departed on a new anti-piracy mission 
off the Somali coast, according to Captain Roman Martov, the fleet’s spokesperson. 
The task force will make an official visit to the port of Mumbai in India and conduct 
joint drills with the Indian Navy on the way to the Gulf of Aden. Led by the Udaloy 
class destroyer Marshal Shaposhnikov, the task force also includes the Irkut tanker 
and the Alatau rescue tug boat. The Marshal Shaposhnikov destroyer has two Ka-27 
naval helicopters and a unit of naval infantry on board, the spokesperson said. 

During its first anti-piracy mission in the Gulf of Aden in 2010, Marshal Shaposhnikov 
freed a Russian tanker hijacked by Somali pirates. Task forces from the Russian 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/countries-surrounding-indian-ocean-meeting-to-boost-maritime-security-promote-trade/2012/11/02/90f6dcc4-24d8-11e2-92f8-7f9c4daf276a_story.html
http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/india-to-take-up-gorshkov-issue-with-putin-in-big-way_808997.html
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Navy, usually led by Udaloy class destroyers, operate in the area on a rotating basis. 
Russian warships have successfully escorted hundreds of commercial vessels from 
various countries through pirate-infested waters off the Somali coast since 2008, 
when Russia joined the international anti-piracy mission in the region. Moscow has 
recently asked France to allow the deployment of two Ilyushin Il-38 naval 
reconnaissance planes at a French base in Djibouti, located in the Horn of Africa, to 
facilitate its anti-piracy missions in the Gulf of Aden. 

Source: First Post, 3 November  

Noda Seeks Closer Ties with India amid Isles Row with China 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda will seek a closer security alliance between Japan 
and India as part of efforts to counter China’s sovereignty claims to the Senkaku 
Islands, which would include additional naval exercises between the two countries. 
But he will maintain a calm stance over the dispute at upcoming international 
conferences to underscore differences from an increasingly vociferous and 
belligerent China. Noda and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh will agree to 
create a bilateral forum of senior officials to discuss security in the South China Sea 
when they meet on Nov. 16, sources said. 

The Japanese prime minister will also propose that the Maritime Self-Defence Force 
and the Indian Navy hold joint exercises in the Indian Ocean in addition to existing 
drills around Japan, the sources said. The initiatives are part of Japan’s strategy to 
forge closer relations with countries wary of China’s maritime expansion, the sources 
said. Noda will attend a summit of the Asia-Europe Meeting in Laos on Nov. 5-6 and 
summits related to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations in Cambodia from 
Nov. 18. He plans to maintain a calm stance on the Senkaku Islands at these 
meetings. “We will respond in a level-headed and rational manner,” Noda told The 
Asahi Shimbun and other media organizations on Nov. 2. “If we attach too much 
importance on the issue when leaders of other countries gather, it will not benefit us.” 

Officials said the Senkakus issue has complicated historical backgrounds, and it will 
not be easy to win support from other nations simply by emphasizing Japan’s 
position. Japan placed three of the Senkaku Islands, a group of five uninhabited 
islands in the East China Sea, under state ownership in September. In protest, China, 
which claims the islands as Diaoyu, initially sent government ships into Japanese 
territorial waters near the islands about once a week. The number of intrusions has 
increased since late October, and some ships carry electronic signs claiming they 
are operating in Chinese waters. A senior Foreign Ministry official said such acts 
“clearly infringe on Japan’s sovereignty.” 

Ministry officials believe that Beijing is trying to force Tokyo to acknowledge that a 
territorial dispute exists between the two countries and agree to jointly control the 
islands. In addition, Chinese government ships have entered the contiguous zone 
outside the territorial waters almost daily, except for periods with approaching 
typhoons. China has sent mainly Haijian marine surveillance ships from the State 
Oceanic Administration under the Ministry of Land and Resources and Yuzheng 
fishery monitoring ships from the Agriculture Ministry’s Fisheries Bureau to the area. 
In a meeting with Norwegian Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg on Nov. 1, Noda said it 

http://www.firstpost.com/fwire/russia-sends-anti-piracy-force-to-gulf-of-aden-513759.html?utm_source=fwire&utm_medium=hp
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is important to resolve the Senkakus issue based on international law and the rule of 
law. Officials said Noda’s reference to international law is designed as a warning to 
China. Yutaka Yokoi, a Foreign Ministry spokesman, said it is “not appropriate” for 
China to claim sovereignty by sending government ships into Japanese territorial 
waters, which he described as a forceful means. Tokyo hopes to differentiate itself 
from Beijing by behaving calmly. “We will fulfil our responsibility in building an 
international order,” Foreign Minister Koichiro Genba said. 

Source: The Asahi Shimbun, 4 November 

Iran Sets up New Navy Base in Strait of Hormuz 

Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) has established a new naval base in 
the Strait of Hormuz, the export route for around 25 percent of the world's crude oil, 
the Fars news agency said. The base, the fifth in the region, is located near Iran's 
southern port city of Bandar Lengeh in the Hormozgan province, some 1,100 km 
(700 miles) south of the capital Tehran. IRGC Navy Rear Admiral Ali Fadavi said the 
zone of operations would cover an area from Qeshm Island and Naze'aat Islands 
region to the western waters of the Kish Island. 

"The fifth naval zone was started to provide operational coverage for the Naze'aat 
Islands, bring about a turning point and start a new trend in the region," the agency 
quoted Fadavi as saying at the opening ceremony. Iran has threatened to close the 
Strait of Hormuz at the end of the Persian Gulf in response to any attack from 
outside. Iran’s largest naval bases are at the head of the Gulf, around 450 kilometres 
from the strait, which is just 45 kilometres wide at its narrowest point. 

Source: Global Security, 4 November 

China Relentlessly Harries Japan in Island Dispute 

Chinese patrol boats have harried the Japanese Coast Guard many times a week for 
more than a month in an unusually relentless response to their latest maritime spat. 
Four Chinese craft typically push to within hailing distance of Japan's ships. They 
flash illuminated signs in Japanese to press Beijing's argument that it has ancient 
claims to a set of tiny East China Sea islands now controlled by Tokyo. China says 
its craft have tried to chase the Japanese away at least once, although Japan denies 
any of its ships fled. 

The huge uptick in incidents has brought the sides into dangerously close proximity, 
reflecting a campaign by Beijing to wear down Japanese resolve with low-level, non-
military manoeuvres but also boosting the risk of a clash. Although China wields a 
formidable arsenal, it has yet to deploy military assets in such encounters. Instead, 
Beijing has dispatched ships from government maritime agencies – only one of 
which is armed – to keep a lid on gunfire. Those agencies are now receiving added 
attention, with new ships on order and a national call going out for recruits. 

China says ships from its Marine Surveillance service are merely defending Chinese 
sovereignty and protesting illegal Japanese control over the uninhabited islands, 
known as Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in China. The missions began after Japan's 

http://ajw.asahi.com/article/asia/china/AJ201211040019
http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/iran/2012/iran-121104-rianovosti01.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e648%2ebu0ao017zf%2el7b
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government purchased three of the five islands from their private Japanese owner in 
September, enraging a Chinese government that saw it as an attempt to boost 
Japan's sovereignty claim. It also sparked violent anti-Japanese protests in dozens 
of Chinese cities. China's short-term goal has been primarily to force Japan to at 
least acknowledge that the islands are in dispute – something it has refused to do – 
but the boost in patrols raises the likelihood of a bigger confrontation, said Wang 
Dong, director of the Centre for Northeast Asian Strategic Studies at Peking 
University. 

"I'm very concerned about the current situation. The possibility of escalation cannot 
be ruled out," Wang said. With emotions running high, any accident or miscalculation 
in these maritime missions could yield unexpected outcomes. "One side might 
deploy a naval vessel in a support fashion, a move that the other would match," said 
M. Taylor Fravel of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, who is closely 
following the dispute. Japan has made it clear that it intends to meet the Chinese 
challenge in kind. 

Japanese Coast Guard spokesman Yasuhiko Oku said the dispute was a factor 
behind the government's allocation last week of 17 billion yen ($212 million) to beef 
up the Coast Guard fleet with seven new patrol ships and three helicopters, though 
he said the new assets are not only for use around the islands. Oku declined, for 
national security reasons, to say how many ships patrol the islands. But he said the 
dispute has been a "significant draw" on resources. Tensions in the region were 
highlighted by US-Japan naval exercises that began at various locations, involving 
some 37,400 Japanese and 10,000 US troops. At the same time, Japanese and 
Chinese diplomats were in consultation in the central Chinese city of Wuhan, the 
Japanese Foreign Ministry said. China's Foreign Ministry said the exercises were 
`'not conducive to mutual trust in regional security," and urged the parties to "do 
more that helps regional peace and stability." 

Already, the near-constant presence of Chinese ships around the disputed islands 
has stretched the Japanese Coast Guard, which pulled out of a recent fleet review to 
free up ships for patrols. That's a victory of sorts for Beijing's vow to claim what it 
calls sacred territory, between Taiwan and Japan's Okinawa. Taiwan also claims the 
islands, which were under US administration after World War II before reverting to 
Japanese control in 1972. Chinese outrage stems partly from lingering resentment 
over Japan's brutal World War II occupation of much of China, feelings that are 
constantly stoked by China's education system and state-controlled media. But 
control of sea lanes and potentially rich undersea minerals are also at play, along 
with China's burning desire for respect as a world power. 

China and Japan have no formal agreement on preventing unintended incidents at 
sea, making it easier for events to spin out of control as they did when a Chinese 
fishing boat rammed a Japanese cutter in 2010, leading to a diplomatic standoff and 
anti-Japanese protests in China. US Assistant Secretary of State Kurt Campbell said 
last week that the sides need to calm down. "It's incredibly important that both 
countries appreciate what they have built and step back from the brink," Campbell 
said in Washington. Chinese craft entered waters near the islands for the third 
consecutive day, marking at least the 11th incursion in recent weeks. The Japanese 
Coast Guard has described all the incidents as routine without a risk of clashes, and 
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said none of its ships have backed down. However, the Chinese government said 
last week that its boats had performed "expulsion measures" against Japanese ships. 
"Chinese law enforcement vessels have a foothold in the waters around Diaoyu and 
are expanding their activities to safeguard Chinese sovereignty," China's stridently 
nationalistic Communist Party tabloid Global Times said. It called that a warning to 
the Philippines, Vietnam and other neighbours to "think twice before they provoke 
China." 

Some scholars say China's apparent strategy to gradually erode Japanese control 
through low-key actions has been abetted by a non-committal response from 
Washington, who has said it takes no stance on the islands' sovereignty despite 
recognizing its treaty obligations to back Tokyo in a conflict. China uses a similar 
approach in the South China Sea where it has maritime disputes with several other 
nations. Earlier, Beijing managed to nudge the Philippines out of a disputed shoal by 
entering a lengthy but nonviolent maritime standoff. After both sides stood down, 
China set up barriers with ropes and buoys to block further access. Chinese ships 
have also sought to cut sonar cables and otherwise harass ships of the US Navy. 

Source: Huffington Post, 5 November 

China’s Hu Calls for Rise of a Maritime Power 

On the streets of Beijing these days 
the only outward indication of the 
recent conflict between China and 
Japan are the bumper stickers that 
declare the Diaoyu Islands, which are 
held by Japan, are rightfully China’s. 
They are typically affixed to Japanese 
cars like some sort of patriotic 
talisman to prevent drivers and their 
vehicles from being harmed in the 
sort of violent protests that exploded 
across China’s major cities this 

summer. They hardly need worry. The security lockdown that spread across the 
Chinese capital in the weeks ahead of the Communist Party’s 18th National 
Congress has blocked any sort of protest, patriotic or otherwise, from bubbling up in 
Beijing. Amid the display of enforced harmony in Beijing the conflict with Japan 
continues unabated, with very real impacts to the diplomatic and economic 
relationship between the two neighbours. 

In his lengthy report at the start of the party congress, outgoing President Hu Jintao 
called on China to make itself a maritime power and “resolutely safeguard China’s 
maritime rights and interests.” Last year China launched its first aircraft carrier, a 
refurbished ex-Soviet vessel renamed the Liaoning. China has seen years of 
significant increases in military spending, though its total defence outlay is less than 
a quarter of what the US spends. And it has built up a vast fleet of civilian “white hull” 
fisheries and maritime enforcement vessels it is using to press its claims in the East 
and South China seas. China’s new leadership doesn’t want to look weak on its 
territorial disputes with Japan and Southeast Asian neighbours including Vietnam 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-wires/20121105/as-china-maritime-muscle/
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and the Philippines. At the same time there is a small if ever-present risk that an 
accident between rivals at sea could lead to armed conflict. A group of former US 
officials who recently met with Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda and China’s 
Vice Premier Li Keqiang, who is likely to take over as premier next year, warned that 
Japan and China risk an armed standoff if they don’t improve communication over 
their disputed island claims, Bloomberg reported Nov. 1. 

Diplomats from Japan and China have held a handful of low-level meetings over the 
islands, but produced no breakthroughs. At an Asia-Europe summit this week in 
Laos, the diplomatic tension was evident. Television cameras captured Chinese 
Premier Wen Jiabao and Noda refusing to acknowledge each other as they crossed 
paths in a meeting hall. A day later, Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi slammed 
Japan for “outright denial” of the outcomes of World War II. Noda responded by 
denying that a territorial dispute exists over the islands, which Japan calls the 
Senkaku. The dispute, which has its roots in the late 19th century when Japan took 
control of the islands following the First Sino-Japanese War, resumed this year after 
Japan’s central government purchased three of the islands in September from a 
Japanese family for $26 million. The move was intended to thwart plans by the 
nationalist Tokyo Governor Shintaro Ishihara to buy the islands. Beijing considers 
the islands part of its territory from long before Japan’s first claims, and says that the 
U.S. was wrong to return the Diaoyu to Japanese control in the 1970s following 
American administration after World War II. 

The renewed dispute has had a marked impact on economic ties between China and 
Japan. Several Japanese automakers have reported steep declines in sales in China, 
the world’s largest car market. In October, Nissan Motor’s sales in China dropped by 
40% over the previous year, Toyota’s fell by 44% and Honda’s by 53%, according to 
a report from IHS Automotive, even as other foreign automakers such as South 
Korea’s Hyundai reported gains in China sales for the month. Chinese officials also 
refused to attend International Monetary Fund and World Bank meetings in Japan 
last month out of protest. In the waters around the islands, China has made its 
presence felt. Chinese marine surveillance and fisheries vessels have carried out 
nearly daily patrols off the Diaoyu islands for more than two weeks. Japan has 
complained about the Chinese incursions, but China has maintained that such 
patrols are “routine rights protection.” The patrols followed China’s September 
declaration to the UN of Diaoyu Island baselines—points of land from which maritime 
boundaries are drawn. “The government’s view is to normalize the patrols and the 
law enforcement around the Diaoyu Islands,” says Jin Yongming, a maritime law 
expert at the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences. “In the future, such law 
enforcement behaviour, especially sending law enforcement ships into our territorial 
waters surrounding the Diaoyu Islands, will continue.” 

These patrols, along with China’s roping off of a shoal in the South China Sea also 
claimed by the Philippines this spring, are efforts to use civilian law enforcement 
agencies to redefine the status quo, argues M. Taylor Fravel, a professor of political 
science at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. The goal of the Diaoyu patrols 
is “to demonstrate that the purchase of the islands will not affect China’s sovereignty 
claims and to challenge Japan’s position that there is no dispute over the sovereignty 
of the islands,” he wrote in a Nov. 1 article in The Diplomat. The risk of increased 
patrols in disputed waters is that an incident between Chinese and Japanese vessels 
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could easily lead to greater conflict. “If you consider the situation today compared 
with what it was just over two months ago, we are in a much more risk-fraught 
situation than we were because of the regular patrols,” says Linda Jakobson, director 
of the East Asia Program at Lowy Institute for International Policy in Sydney, 
Australia.  

Amid the festering Diaoyu dispute, the US and Japan are carrying out joint military 
exercises in waters off Okinawa. The Keen Sword exercise, which includes 10,000 
US and more than 37,000 Japanese personnel runs until Nov. 16. While the US says 
it does not take a position on the rival claims to the islands, it recognizes that they 
are under Japanese administration and thus covered under the two countries’ 
security treaty. Some Chinese analysts say the US pledge to aid Japanese defence 
of the islands undermines its claims of neutrality on the territorial dispute. So far 
China’s incoming leaders have given no indication they will take any new approach 
to territorial disputes such as the Diaoyu. Xi Jinping, who is expected to take over 
from Hu, denounced Japan’s purchase of the islands during a September meeting 
with US Defence Secretary Leon Panetta, according to a report from the official 
Xinhua News Service. “I don’t think China will change any behaviour regarding the 
Diaoyu Islands after the Communist Party Congress,” says Jin. “That means the 
patrols will be normalized and continue.” 

Source: Time World, 8 November 

Japan Urges Peaceful Power as China Aims to Become Maritime Force 

Japan called on China to use its sea power peacefully, after President Hu Jintao 
staked a claim in Beijing for his country to become a maritime force. Tokyo said its 
neighbour must act as a “responsible member of the international community,” a 
challenge it has made to Beijing repeatedly in recent months as tempers have flared 
over a disputed island chain. “It is not surprising to hear leaders in (China) speak 
about their intention to engage in maritime activities,” Naoko Saiki, deputy press 
secretary at the foreign ministry, told reporters in Tokyo. “But those activities must be 
carried out in a peaceful manner based on international law.” 

The comments came hours after Hu told the five-yearly Communist Party congress 
that Beijing should “resolutely safeguard China’s maritime rights and interests, and 
build China into a maritime power”. Saiki said both countries — the two largest 
economies in Asia with a trade relationship worth well more than $300 billion a year 
— had a duty to preserve the region’s stability and prosperity. “I think China must be 
a responsible member of the international community,” she said. Beijing and Tokyo 
are at loggerheads over the sovereignty of an uninhabited archipelago in the East 
China Sea. 

Chinese government ships have loitered around the Tokyo-administered Senkaku 
islands, which Beijing calls the Diaoyus, for weeks, sending diplomatic temperatures 
soaring and leading to calls from Washington for cool heads. The islands lie in rich 
fishing grounds and their possession theoretically grants access to a potential 
energy reserve in the seabed. But they also have strategic significance, with some 
observers suggesting they could provide a beachhead for Chinese projections of 
military might. Japan has watched warily over the last decade as China’s military 

http://world.time.com/2012/11/08/as-islands-dispute-lingers-chinas-hu-calls-for-building-of-a-maritime-power/
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prestige has grown. But commentators say Tokyo’s own formidable armed forces are 
not to be underestimated despite the nation’s officially pacifist stance. 

A defence ministry spokesman said the ministry “has great interest in China’s 
maritime activities” and pledged “utmost efforts in maintaining safety in our territorial 
air and waters”. “The issue of use of the sea in a stable manner is directly linked to 
the peace and stability of the Asia-Pacific region,” the spokesman said. “It is 
important to act on the principle of freedom of navigation, compliance with 
international laws and peaceful resolution of conflicts.” The dispute over the 
Senkakus has rumbled in the background of Tokyo-Beijing relations for decades but 
came into focus earlier this year when a Japanese nationalist politician announced 
he wanted to buy them. 

Right-wingers on both sides launched landings on the rocky outcrops before 
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda stepped in to buy part of the chain from 
their private owner. Beijing reacted with fury, allowing sometimes violent 
demonstrations across the country that targeted Japanese business interests and 
put a dampener on the huge bilateral trade relationship. Takashi Terada, professor 
of international politics at Doshisha University in Kyoto, said there was no end in 
sight to the territorial row. Terada said Hu, due to be replaced as party chief by Vice 
President Xi Jinping, was using the congress speech as a call to arms for his 
successors. “This is Hu’s message to the next leaders that it is a long-term issue and 
China should not give up (the islands),” he said.  “Although Xi’s diplomatic policies 
are still unknown, he is going to take it over. This problem is unlikely to make 
progress until after a power change occurs in Japan as China is so disappointed with 
Noda’s decision to nationalize the islands.” 

Source: Defence News, 8 November 

UN Rejects Move to Fund Kenyan Naval Forces in Somalia 

The United Nations Security Council 
shelved a request by the African Union for 
UN funding of Kenya's naval forces 
operating off the coast of Somalia. "Three 
or four members" of the 15-nation Security 
Council blocked the effort to secure 
financial support for a Kenyan naval 
component of the AU military mission in 
Somalia, said Doctor Mashabane, South 
Africa's deputy UN ambassador. France, 
one of the five veto-wielding members of 
the council, was identified in some reports 

as a leading opponent of the AU request. The council was acting to preserve its unity 
on Somalia-related issues when it subsequently gave unanimous support to a 
resolution that does not include naval funding and that extends Amisom's mandate 
for four months, Mr Mashabane said. 

India, which currently holds the presidency of the Security Council, said at the 
session that it is "disappointed" at the exclusion of a maritime component from 

http://www.defensenews.com/article/20121108/DEFREG03/311080003/Japan-Urges-Peaceful-Power-China-Aims-Become-Maritime-Force?odyssey=tab%7Ctopnews%7Ctext%7CFRONTPAGE
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Amisom's mandate. India's representative added that his country hopes the matter 
will again be considered as part of a strategic review of the hybrid AU-UN military 
force in Somalia. In a report to the Security Council last month, the AU pointed to an 
"urgent need" to include naval resources under Amisom's aegis. The AU said naval 
power, supplied exclusively by Kenya, had been crucial in "preventing Al-Shabaab 
from benefiting from illegal maritime trade or piracy." Kenyan sea forces also played 
a key role in routing Al-Shabaab from Kismayu, its stronghold on the southern 
Somalia coast, diplomats noted. US Undersecretary of State Wendy Sherman said 
earlier this week in Nairobi that "the US was extremely pleased that Kenya forces 
joined Amisom and took such decisive action to free large areas of Somalia from Al-
Shabaab control." 

Source: Daily Nation, 8 November 

Australia Keen on Developing Maritime Security in Indian Ocean 

Australia is keen to expand its defence ties with India and develop maritime security 
architecture with the Asian giant in the strategic Indian Ocean region. Australian 
defence minister Stephen Smith who met visiting West Bengal Governor and former 
National Security Advisor MK Narayanan in Sydney discussed expansion of security 
and defence ties with India. The talks focused on shared strategic and security 
interests, including maritime security, co-operation in the Indian Ocean and regional 
security, The Australian reported. Smith said Australia and India were each 
committed to promoting regional and global security and shared a common 
commitment to democracy, human rights and the rule of law. "We are jointly leading 
efforts to further develop the regional security architecture of the Indian Ocean, with 
a particular focus on maritime security," Smith said in a statement. Earlier, speaking 
at the annual Asia-Pacific Chiefs of Defence Force Conference in Sydney, Smith 
said Indian Ocean would eventually become a crucial global trading thoroughfare. 
The Asia-Pacific and the Indian Ocean Rim will become the world's strategic centre 
of gravity as growth in the region accelerates and the US rebalances to the Asia-
Pacific, he was quoted as saying by Sky News. 

Source: Hindustan Times, 9 November 

Russia Hands Over another Missile Frigate to India 

The second of three stealth frigates 
that Russia builds for India at the 
Yantar Shipyard in Russia’s Baltic 
exclave of Kaliningrad was handed 
over to the Indian Navy. Sergei 
Mikhailov, a spokesman for the Yantar 
Shipyard, the solemn ceremony of 
delivering the warship was held in 
Kaliningrad and attended by high-
ranking military officers both from 

Russia and India. Russia and India signed a $1.6 billion contract on construction of 
three modified Krivak III class (also known as Talwar class) guided missile frigates 
for India in 2006. The first frigate, INS Teg, joined the Indian Navy on April 27. The 

http://www.nation.co.ke/News/-/1056/1615192/-/xatqbez/-/index.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/Punjab/PunjabAbroadAustralia/Australia-keen-on-developing-maritime-security-in-Indian-ocean/SP-Article1-957156.aspx
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last in the series of three frigates, the Trikand, is currently undergoing dock trials and 
after it completes sea trials in the Baltic Sea will join the Indian Navy in the summer 
of 2013. The new frigates are each armed with eight BrahMos supersonic cruise 
missiles. They are also equipped with a 100-mm gun, a Shtil surface-to-air missile 
system, two Kashtan air-defense gun/missile systems, two twin 533-mm torpedo 
launchers, and an antisubmarine warfare (ASW) helicopter. Russia previously built 
three Talwar class frigates for India - INS Talwar (Sword), INS Trishul (Trident), and 
INS Tabar (Axe). 

Source: RIA NOVOSTI, 9 November 

Nigeria: Navy Moves against Oil Bunkering, Sea Robbery 

The Nigerian Navy has declared war on oil bunkering, sea robbery, piracy and other 
criminal activities that take place within the maritime domain of the nation's 
waterways. The NN Chief of Training and Operations (CTOPs), Naval Headquarters, 
Rear Admiral Emmanuel Ogbor, said the quest was in pursuance of the mandate of 
President Goodluck Jonathan, to stamp out illegalities in the nation's maritime 
domain. He made this disclosure on-board Nigerian Naval Ship (NNS) Thunder, at 
the kick off of the major fleet evaluation exercise code-named Exercise Farauta, a 
Hausa word for hunting.  

According to him, the aim of the exercise is to intensify the ongoing naval operations 
in the Niger Delta region and would pay emphasis on Bonny-Akassa-Escravos axis, 
an area which, he said, was notorious for crude oil theft. He said: "The exercise will 
enable the NN to assess its operational capability with a view to identifying gaps and 
taking necessary measures to fill such gaps for enhanced operational readiness. The 
synergy of this effort will ensure full mission accomplishment across the threat 
spectrum with specific emphasis to immediately end all criminal activities in the Niger 
Delta region." 

Ogbor said a total of eight ships, six gun boats and three helicopters including 
elements of the Nigerian Army and Maritime Patrol Aircraft of the Nigerian Air Force 
will be taking part in the exercise. Speaking on the role of the Nigerian Army (NA) in 
the exercise, the Commander, 2 Brigade Port Harcourt, Brig-Gen. Tukur Buratai, 
said they were geared to launch assault on any illegality. He said: "We are on board 
the ship as standby troops in case of any emergency. Per adventure we are required 
to, we will assault any illegal refinery or any criminal hideout discovered during the 
operation."  

Also, the Command Operations Officer, Mobility Command of the Nigerian Air Force 
(NAF), Yenogoa, Bayelsa State, Air Commodore Joseph Adeleke, said the 
responsibility of NAF was purely surveillance-inclined. He said: "Our job is to carry 
out surveillance and give the navy feedback. We give them grid reference on the 
location of ships and then they will deploy their ships to that particular location." The 
ships involved are Nigerian Naval Ships (Thunder), Zaria, Andoni, Makurdi, Burutu, 
Obula, Nwamba and Kyanwa. Others are six gun boats, Augusta Helicopter 07, 
Augusta Helicopter 08, August 08, one Nigerian Air Force Maritime Patrol aircraft. 

Source: All Africa, 12 November 

http://en.ria.ru/military_news/20121109/177314449.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201211120274.html
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Maritime Security, Trade on PM's East Asia, ASEAN Summit Agenda 

With 50,000 ships using the international waters in the East Asia region for trade, 
maritime security will figure high on Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's agenda at the 
7th East Asia Summit from Nov 18 and possibly in bilateral meetings with US 
President Barack Obama and Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao. Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh is travelling to the Cambodian capital Phnom Penh for the 10th 
ASEAN-India summit and the 7th East Asia Summit Nov 18-20. His visit to Japan 
Nov 15-18 has been postponed due to political developments in that country. 

Besides maritime security, the other important sectors for collaboration at the East 
Asia Summit would be in energy, education, disaster management and pandemics, 
including tackling malaria, a major killer, said an official of the external affairs 
ministry here. "East Asia has emerged as an important dialogue forum in the region 
on strategic, geo-political issues with the aim of promoting peace and security," said 
the official. The prime minister will also discuss regional and international issues with 
other leaders during retreat sessions at the East Asia Summit, that comprises 18 
countries, including the ASEAN as well as India, the US and Russia. 

The summit will also consider adoption of a Phnom Penh Declaration as well as one 
on regional response to malaria control, and on the launch of a regional 
comprehensive economic partnership, the official added. At the ASEAN-India 
Summit, capacity building, connectivity and furthering economic growth and peace 
and stability will be on the agenda. "India's Dialogue Partnership with the ASEAN 
countries is one of the cornerstones of our foreign policy and the foundation of our 
Look East Policy," said the official. Manmohan Singh would meet his ASEAN 
counterparts Nov 19 for the ASEAN-India Summit where they will take cognizance of 
their discussions at the last summit in Bali. 

With geographical and people-to people connectivity with ASEAN a priority, a 
trilateral highway is under construction between India, Myanmar and Thailand, which 
would connect with Moreh in India's northeast with Mae Sot in Thailand. "We have 
held a lot of events this year since it is our commemorative year," the official said. 
The events include meetings on climate change, renewable energy, agriculture and 
media exchange programmes. ASEAN-India trade in 2011-12 was worth $79 billion, 
surpassing the $70 billion target set earlier, he informed media persons. India and 
ASEAN have a Free Trade Agreement in goods, inked in 2009 and which became 
operational in 2011, and negotiations are on an FTA in services and investments, he 
added. 

Asked about the status of the FTA on services and investments, the official said that 
India's ministry of commerce was in negotiations on the agreement, but he declined 
to say anything more. India has been participating in the ASEAN Regional Forum, 
the ASEAN defence ministers forum plus and the extended ASEAN maritime forum 
meeting as part of its ongoing agenda to tackle non-traditional threats like piracy, 
drug trafficking and terrorism, he added. At the East Asia Summit, an update on the 
Nalanda University will also be provided. The university is coming up in Bihar's 
Nalanda. A steering committee is overseeing its global design, he said. To a 
question on whether a code of conduct on how countries behave in the South China 
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Sea would affect India, the official said that the code of conduct was between 
ASEAN and China and India was in no way involved. 

Source: Two Circles, 14 November 

Smith Talks up Perth Base for US Navy 

Defence Minister Stephen Smith has flagged in the clearest terms yet that Australia 
will deepen its long-term involvement in the United States' strategic "pivot" to Asia by 
boosting the role of the naval base at Perth in the build-up of American forces in the 
region. Ahead of the high-level AUSMIN talks with US Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton and Defence Secretary Leon Panetta in the West Australian capital, Mr Smith 
said Perth's HMAS Stirling would inevitably rise in prominence as the Indian Ocean 
gained strategic importance. "I've been an advocate and an arguer of the point of 
view that India is on the rise, the strategic importance of the Indian Ocean is on the 
rise," Mr Smith said. "The enhanced importance of Stirling and its utility is to me 
something that will occur as sure as night follows day." 

He stressed it would take "years, rather than weeks or months". While HMAS Stirling 
has previously been floated as a possible site for a greater US naval presence - 
including even an aircraft carrier - the strength of Mr Smith's remarks signify that 
Australia will play a long-term and expanding role in the pivot. Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard met Ms Clinton and Mr Panetta, joined by Mr Smith and Foreign Minister Bob 
Carr. The talks covered the next stage of the rotation of US marines through Darwin, 
the first 250 of which have spent part of this year in the Australian base there. They 
also canvassed cyber security, how to tackle the amount of used satellite junk in 
space, and the post-2014 military contributions to Afghanistan. The talks also looked 
at increasing US Air Force access to Northern Territory airfields. 

Many defence and national security experts view the US pivot - an increase in its 
military presence in the southern Asia Pacific region - as squarely aimed at China. 
Mr Smith repeated denials that the increased co-operation between the US and 
Australia was aimed at China. Mrs Clinton later lauded Australia's burgeoning 
relationship with India and encouraged Australia to deepen its military cooperation 
including through joint-naval exercises with the world's largest democracy. In her first 
remarks on tour, Mrs Clinton gave China relatively short shrift, saying only that "we 
look for ways to support the peaceful rise of China". 

"And (we) hope to see gradual but consistent opening up of a Chinese society and 
political system that will more closely give the Chinese people the opportunities that 
we in the United States and Australia are lucky to take for granted." Hailing India as 
the "world's largest democracy and a dynamic emerging economy", Mrs Clinton 
welcomed Australia's "burgeoning relationship" with the country. "We would welcome 
joint Australia-Indian naval vessel exercises in the future and we're eager to work 
together in the Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional Co-operation," she said. 
Speaking at the opening of a US studies centre at the University of Western 
Australia, she also said the US had made a strategic priority of encouraging Delhi to 
play a larger role in world affairs. 

Source: The Sydney Morning Herald, 14 November 

http://twocircles.net/2012nov14/maritime_security_trade_pms_east_asia_asean_summit_agenda.html
http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/political-news/smith-talks-up-perth-base-for-us-navy-20121113-29agi.html


Page 39 of 43 

Obama Set to Tackle Sea Rows at Asia Summit 

US President Barack Obama is set to wade into the troubled waters of Asia’s 
maritime disputes at a regional summit next week, with allies hoping for support in 
their efforts to contain China. Obama, on his first overseas trip since his re-election, 
will arrive in the Cambodian capital from Myanmar on November 19, 2012 for the 18-
nation East Asia Summit that observers expect will be dominated by a raft of 
territorial rows. The two days of annual talks will be preceded on November 18, 2012 
by a meeting of leaders from the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 
which have struggled to forge a united stance on China’s claims to the West 
Philippine Sea (South China Sea). 

“Maritime security issues will once again be front and center,” said Ian Storey, a 
regional security analyst with the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies in Singapore. 
“Beijing’s renewed assertiveness over its sovereignty claimsK has unnerved many 
countries in the Asia-Pacific region. They will be looking to the United States for 
strategic reassurance.” The Philippines and Vietnam have this year expressed 
growing concern at what they perceive as increasingly aggressive tactics by China in 
staking its claims to the West Philippine Sea, which is home to shipping lanes vital to 
global trade. 

China insists it has sovereign rights to nearly all of the waters, while ASEAN 
members the Philippines, Vietnam, Brunei and Malaysia, as well as Taiwan, have 
competing claims to parts of the sea. With Washington keen to assert itself as a 
Pacific power and counter a rising China, Obama is expected to be “quite vocal” on 
the sea rows, said Pavin Chachavalpongpun of Kyoto University’s Centre for 
Southeast Asian Studies. Obama is likely to reiterate that the United States has a 
fundamental interest in freedom of navigation in the sea, while urging ASEAN and 
China to agree on a code of conduct for the area, according to Storey. 

ASEAN comprises Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam — a grouping of nearly 600 million 
people from disparate economic and political systems. The bloc had hoped to 
negotiate a code of conduct this year governing behavior in the disputed waters, but 
progress stalled when ASEAN foreign ministers fell out over the maritime issue at a 
meeting in Phnom Penh in July. ASEAN chair Cambodia, a close China ally, refused 
to allow Hanoi and Manila to mention specific run-ins with Beijing over the sea, 
preventing the group from issuing a joint communique for the first time in its 45-year 
history. “Cambodia will be keen to avoid a repeat of the July fiasco”, said Storey, but 
he warned that Phnom Penh “won’t support any moves on the South China Sea by 
its ASEAN partners that would annoy China”. 

Storey and Pavin agreed there was little chance of a code of conduct being 
successfully negotiated at the upcoming talks, but there would be an effort to show 
parties were looking for diplomatic solutions. A row between China and Japan over 
rival claims to islands in the East China Sea, which has severely shaken diplomatic 
and trade ties between the Asian powers this year, is also expected to cast a 
shadow over next week’s talks. 
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In yet another territorial dispute, Japan is at loggerheads with fellow US ally South 
Korea, whose President Lee Myung-Bak angered Tokyo with a surprise visit to a 
disputed island chain in the sea between the two countries in August. Lee and 
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda are planning to hold their first formal talks 
since the spat erupted on the sidelines of next week’s meetings, Kyodo News 
agency said this week, citing Japanese government sources. But traditional trilateral 
talks between the leaders of China, Japan and South Korea are not expected to 
occur because of the tensions. 

Away from the maritime conflicts, ASEAN leaders may turn their attention to recent 
communal clashes in western Myanmar that have left dozens dead and prompted an 
exodus of “boat people” to neighbouring countries. On the economic front, ASEAN 
members are set to launch negotiations over a giant free trade zone with China, 
Japan, South Korea, India, Australia and New Zealand. The 16 nations account for 
roughly half the global population and around a third of the world’s annual gross 
domestic product. 

Source: Global Nation, 15 November 

 

Nairobi Meet Holds Key to Removal of Shipwreck Debris 

Registered ship owners should maintain compulsory insurance or other financial 
security to cover liability under Nairobi International Convention on Removal of 
Wrecks, 2007. This convention adopted by diplomatic conference held in Kenya in 
2007 provides legal basis for states to remove shipwrecks that may have potential to 
affect adversely the safety of lives, goods and property at sea, as well as marine 
environment. Indian government is in advanced stages of ratifying the convention, 
said Capt PVK Mohan, chairman, National Shipping Board (NSB). 

Adopted on May 18, 2007, the convention will come into force once majority of the 
international maritime states ratify it, he told reporters at the end of 120th NSB 
meeting here. "This will largely address issues of hazards posed to international 
maritime traffic by wrecks of ships dotting various coastlines," he said. MM Saggi, 
nautical advisor to the government of India said the convention will fill a gap in the 
existing international legal framework by providing the first set of uniform 
international rules aimed at ensuring the prompt and effective removal of wrecks 
located beyond the territorial sea. The new convention also includes an optional 
clause enabling states parties to the convention to apply certain provisions to their 
territory, including their territorial sea. 

Source: The Times of India, 5 November 

Mozambique: Maritime Identification System for Nation's Navy 

The United States government offered the Mozambican Defence Ministry a Maritime 
Automatic Identification System (AIS), making it possible to identify ships using the 
Mozambique Channel. The equipment can identify the characteristics of the vessel, 

http://globalnation.inquirer.net/56358/obama-set-to-tackle-sea-rows-at-asia-summit
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-11-05/mangalore/34926003_1_shipwreck-territorial-sea-debris
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its registration number, speed, direction, the type of cargo on board, the port of 
departure and its declared destination. 

The AIS is intended to provide more efficient control of maritime traffic. It should 
assist in the fight against piracy, illegal immigration, illegal fishing and other 
violations of Mozambican waters. Speaking at the delivery ceremony, Defence 
Minister Filipe Nyussi regarded the donation as a continuation and consolidation of 
the cooperation and friendship between Mozambique and the United States and 
particularly between the navies of the two countries. “The technical military 
cooperation between the United States and the Mozambican navy, is of great 
importance since it strengthens the capacity of the Mozambican Armed Forces 
(FADM) by providing the ability for national maritime surveillance”, he said. 

Nyussi regarded the delivery of the system as a significant advance in the efforts to 
endow the FADM, and particularly the navy, with modern equipment, enabling it to 
comply fully with the missions entrusted to it. “Mozambique is living in the era of 
information and knowledge which should lead effectively military operations in 
geographically scattered areas – in this case, along the length of the national 
coastline”, he added. Nyussi said the new system should stimulate still further 
cooperation between the Mozambican and American navies, and increase naval 
patrol activities along the Mozambican coast. He urged the Mozambican navy to 
make the best use of the equipment and ensure that it is strictly and regularly 
maintained. 

Source: All Africa, 6 November 

 

Energy Sail Promises Wind-Solar Combo for Cleaner Shipping 

This rigid sail concept and other technologies could produce fuel savings of over 40 
percent while lowering emissions. 

Many shipping companies are 
experimenting with adding sails 
to cargo vessels. Here's a 
design in which the sails are 
also solar panels. Energy Sail 
is a concept by Japan's Eco 
Marine Power that harnesses 
and stores wind and solar 
power to reduce fuel costs and 
pollution. It would work as an 
additional source of power to a 
ship's main engines. The 
devices would be fitted on 

anything from large bulk ore carriers to cable-laying ships, ferries, and coast guard 
patrol vessels, according to the company. An automatic control system would orient 
the sails and panels to catch the wind and sun. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201211070243.html
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Large vessels such as oil tankers could see annual fuel savings of 10 to 20 percent. 
But when combined with optimized hull design, fuel cell technology, waste heat 
recovery, and an advanced electrical propulsion system, the Energy Sail setup could 
generate fuel savings of 40 percent or more depending on the type of vessel, Eco 
Marine Power says. The solar sails would work when the ship is docked and could 
be lowered if required. If enough energy storage modules are aboard, charged by 
the solar panels and main generators, the ship could forgo auxiliary diesel 
generators in port. Emissions of sulphur oxides and nitrogen oxides would be 
reduced, but the concept is still being tested. "We have started testing in a lab in 
Osaka and we will bring in other components of the system over the next few 
months," says Greg Atkinson of Eco Marine Power. "At the moment, we are focused 
on the control system and command interface testing." Sea trials of the Energy Sail 
system could start in 2013. 

Source: CNET, 7 November 

Maritime Power to Protect Ecology 

China's newly proposed strategy to become a "maritime power" will not lead to 
marine hegemony, analysts said as the country is engaged in heated discussion of 
the leadership's call to develop the marine economy. Meanwhile, the country's top 
marine official said that maritime strategy faces challenges such as protecting the 
ecology and ensuring rights. President Hu Jintao, in his keynote speech to the Party 
congress last week, pledged that China would enhance its capacity for exploiting 
marine resources, develop the marine economy, protect the marine ecological 
environment, and "resolutely" safeguard China's maritime rights and interests. 

The report, representing a broad policy consensus by the Party leadership and 
designed to guide the country's future development, also called for building China 
into a maritime power. Liu Cigui, minister of the State Oceanic Administration, told 
China Daily that the maritime power pledge is strategically important as building 
maritime strength is necessary for China to grow into a strong country. In building up 
maritime power, the biggest challenges lie in protecting the ecology while 
safeguarding rights, said Liu. 

Liu made the remarks as several neighbouring countries that have overlapping 
claims with China over some islands and water areas have moved unilaterally in 
drawing resources from the disputed areas, which has strained bilateral ties. China 
advocated peaceful development and cooperation with neighbouring countries on 
maritime issues, including ocean research and disaster relief, Liu said. China will not 
provoke incidents in its neighbouring area, nor does it fear other countries provoking 
incidents, said Liu. "Our determination in safeguarding maritime rights is firm," Liu 
said. 

According to Liu, the country's marine output will reach 10 percent of the country's 
GDP by 2015, which given the current growth rate, is estimated to reach 65 trillion 
Yuan ($10.4 trillion) by then. The marine economy totalled 4.55 trillion Yuan last year. 
Experts said the strategy gives the country's 3 million square kilometre marine area 
an unprecedented status, and closely connects the significance of the sea to the 
country's growth. Given the country's dire need for resources to fuel its economy, the 
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sea with its rich resources will play a big role in easing a shortage of resources, said 
Wang Fang, researcher with China Institute for Marine Affairs. 

The marine area gives China more room for sustainable development, said Wang. 
Wang also noted that the Chinese economy is becoming increasingly integrated with 
overseas countries, and water lanes play an important role in the material supply of 
foreign trade. China must embrace the sea, and improve the development capacity 
of its maritime resources, said Wang. According to Jiang Daming, governor of 
Shandong, the coastal province will try to build more marine-related industries and 
high-tech industries to ensure sustainable development. Jiang also said that 
Shandong will try to control marine pollution.  

Li Guoqiang, deputy director of the Centre for Chinese Borderland History and 
Geography at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, said it is urgent for China to 
elaborate on a full set of overall maritime plans and improve legislation in maritime 
laws and regulations. According to Li, maritime strategy has been a major setback 
for China in the past when its maritime rights and interests were relatively 
underestimated, and its safeguarding of maritime rights was lagging behind. "We 
should focus on building ocean-related capacities, including maritime development, 
law enforcement and national defence capacity," Li said. 

Source: China Daily, 14 November 
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